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See Tenses or Aspects in Biblical Hebrew

Note that in most instances, in the following examples the general context of
meaning makes identification of verb as PCpret_sim probable.
Table F

PCpret_sim1 without
without PCpretWC or SC in the Same Verse Referring to the
Past
Chapter &
Verse of
Hebrew Text

Comments and Time Reference
(Reconstructed JEH Style Spelling;
Spelling;

English Translation(s)2

Masoretic Text3

* /EBHP/+

where stress phonemic)
phonemic)

Distinguished
A) PCpret_sim and Jussive Distin
guished from the PCimp in */EBHP/+ by the of Stress
Ex 15:
15:6

PCpret_sim (past)  תרעץ- ˈtircaṣ

Your right hand, O LORD, glorious in

(:: tirˈˈcaṣ PCimp)

power-- your right hand, O LORD,

יְמינְ ָך יְ הוָ ה
ִ יְ ִמינְ ָך יְ הוָ ה נֶ ְא ָדּ ִרי ַבּכּ ַֹח
ִתּ ְר ַעץ אוֹיֵב

shattered the enemy
Ex 15:7

PCpret_sim (past)

In the greatness of your majesty you

וּבר ֹב גְּ אוֹנְ ָך ַתּ ֲהר ֹס ָק ֶמיָך ְתּ ַשׁלַּ ח ֲחר ֹנְ ָך
ְ

 תהרס- ˈtihrus
(::tihˈˈrus PCimp)
tih

overthrew your adversaries; you sent

ֹאכ ֵלמוֹ ַכּ ַקּשׁ
ְ י

 תשלח- tạˈˈšallịḥ
šal (:: tạšalˈˈlịḥ PCimp)

out your fury, it consumed them like

 יאכלמו- yôkịˈˈlimō - Stress not

stubble.

distinctive in this form.
Dt 32:8

PCpret_sim (past)
(p ast)  יצב- ˈ yaṣ
ya ṣṣib

"When the Most High gave the

ְבּ ַהנְ ֵחל ֶע ְליוֹן גּוֹיִם ְבּ ַה ְפ ִרידוֹ ְבּנֵ י ָא ָדם

(:: yaṣˈˈ ṣi ː b PCimp)

nations their inheritance,

יַ ֵצּב גְּ ֻבֹלת ַע ִמּים ְל ִמ ְס ַפּר ְבּנֵ י יִ ְשׂ ָר ֵאל

When He separated the sons of man,
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Chapter &

Comments and Time Reference

Verse of

(Reconstructed JEH Style Spelling;
Spelling; * /EBHP/+

English Translation(s)2

Masoretic Text3

where stress phonemic)
phonemic)

Hebrew Text

He set the boundaries of the peoples
According to the number of the sons
of Israel.
Dt 32:11
32:11

PCimp (present)  יער- yaˈˈ ciːr (::ˈ yacir

1.4

PCjus/PCpret_sim)

"Like an eagle that stirs up its nest,

 ירחפ- yạraḥˈˈ ḥip (::yạˈˈ raḥ
raḥḥip PCjus/

That hovers over its young,

PCpret_sim)

He spread His wings and caught

ְכּנֶ ֶשׁר יָ ִעיר ִקנּוֹ ַעל־גּוֹזָ ָליו יְ ַר ֵחף יִ ְפר ֹשׂ
ל־א ְב ָרתוֹ
ֶ ְכּנָ ָפיו יִ ָקּ ֵחהוּ יִ ָשּׂ ֵאהוּ ַע

them,
PCpret_sim

 יפרש- ˈ yipruś
(::yipˈˈ ruś
yip
ru ś PCimp)
 ישאהו יקחהו- Stress not distinctive
in this form.

He carried them on His pinions.
2.
As an eagle stirs up its nest, and
hovers over its young; as it spreads
its wings, takes them up, and bears
them aloft on its pinions,

Dt 32:14
32:14

PCpret_sim (past
past)
ê
past -  תשת- ˈtiišt (::tišˈtê

curds from the herd, and milk from

PCimp)

the flock, with fat of lambs and rams;

ם־ח ֶלב ָכּ ִרים
ֵ ֶח ְמ ַאת ָבּ ָקר וַ ֲח ֵלב צ ֹאן ִע
ם־ח ֶלב ִכּ ְליוֹת
ֵ תּוּדים ִע
ִ י־ב ָשׁן וְ ַע
ָ ֵוְ ֵא ִילים ְבּנ

Bashan bulls and goats, together with

ה־ח ֶמר׃
ָ  ִתּ ְשׁ ֶתּ5 ם־ענָ ב
ֵ ִח ָטּה וְ ַד

the choicest wheat-- you drank fine
wine from the blood of grapes
Ju 5:8
5:8

PCpret_sim (past)

 יבחר- ˈyib
yibḥar
(:: yibˈḥar PCimp)
yib
יראה- yirˈˈraʾê
ra (::yirraˈˈʾê PCimp)

He (Israel) chose new gods chosen;
Then war was in the gates.
Not a shield or a spear was seen
Among forty thousand in Israel. (My

ֹלהים ֲח ָד ִשׁים ָאז לָ ֶחם ְשׁ ָע ִרים
ִ יִ ְב ַחר ֱא
ָמגֵ ן ִאם־יֵ ָר ֶאה וָ ר ַֹמח ְבּ ַא ְר ָבּ ִעים ֶא ֶלף
ְבּיִ ְשׂ ָר ֵאל

translation)

B) PCpret_sim not Distinguished from the PCimp in */EBHP/+ by the Placement of Stress
Stress
Nu 23:
23:7b, c

PCpret_sim (past) - ינחני

"From Aram Balak has brought me,
Moab's king from the mountains of
the East,
`Come curse Jacob for me,

2

ְך־מוֹאב
ָ
ן־א ָרם יַ נְ ֵחנִ י ָב ָלק ֶמ ֶל
ֲ ִמ
ה־לּי יַ ֲעקֹב וּלְ ָכה
ִ י־ק ֶדם ְל ָכה ָא ָר
ֶ ֵמ ַה ְר ֵר
ז ֲֹע ָמה יִ ְשׂ ָר ֵאל
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Chapter &

Comments and Time Reference

Verse of

(Reconstructed JEH Style Spelling;
Spelling; * /EBHP/+

English Translation(s)2

Masoretic Text3

where stress phonemic)
phonemic)

Hebrew Text

And come, denounce Israel!'
Dt 32:10
32:10

PCpret_sim (past) - ימצאהו, יסבבנהו,

"He found him in a desert land,

יבננהו, יצרנהו

And in the howling waste of a

וּבתֹהוּ יְ ֵלל יְ ִשׁמֹן
ְ יִ ְמ ָצ ֵאהוּ ְבּ ֶא ֶרץ ִמ ְד ָבּר
יְ ס ְֹב ֶבנְ הוּ יְבוֹנְ נֵ הוּ יִ ְצּ ֶרנְ הוּ ְכּ ִאישׁוֹן ֵעינוֹ

wilderness;
He encircled him, He cared for him,
He guarded him as the pupil of His
eye.
Dt 32:12
32:12

PCpret_sim or PCimp_pdur 6 (past) - ינחנו

the LORD alone guided him; no

יְ הוָ ה ָבּ ָדד יַ נְ ֶחנּוּ וְ ֵאין ִעמּוֹ ֵאל נֵ ָכר

foreign god was with him.
Dt 32:38

PCpret_sim or PCimp_pdur

who ate the fat of their sacrifices, and

יאכלו, ישתו

drank the wine of their libations? Let

PCjus

them rise up and help you, let them

 יקמו- Stress not distinctive in this

be your protection!

יכם
ָ ֹאכלוּ יִ ְשׁתּוּ יֵ ין נְ ִס
ֵ ֲא ֶשׁר ֵח ֶלב זְ ָב ֵחימוֹ י
יכם ִס ְת ָרה
ֶ יָ קוּמוּ וְ יַ ְעזְ ֻר ֶכם יְ ִהי ֲע ֵל

form.

 יהי- ˈyihy (::yihˈˈ y ê PCimp)

Ju 5:30
5:30

PCpret_sim (past) or
o r or PCimp_prfut
imp_prfut

'Have they not found/Are they not

ֲהל ֹא יִ ְמ ְצאוּ יְ ַח ְלּקוּ ָשׁ ָלל ַר ַחם ַר ֲח ָמ ַתיִם

(present)7 which were identical in

finding and divided/dividing the

יס ָרא ְשׁ ַלל
ְ ְלר ֹאשׁ גֶּ ֶבר ְשׁ ַלל ְצ ָב ִעים ְל ִס

these cases. ימצאו יחלקו

spoil?-- A girl or two for every man;

ארי
ֵ ְְצ ָב ִעים ִר ְק ָמה ֶצ ַבע ִר ְק ָמ ַתיִם ְל ַצוּ

spoil of dyed stuffs for Sisera, spoil of
dyed stuffs embroidered, two pieces
of dyed work embroidered for my
neck as spoil?'

1

IN EBHP and LBHP THE JUSSIVE (PCjus), COHORTATIVE (PCcoh), IMPERFECT (PCimp)

AND PRETERITE (PCpret_sim/PCpretWC) are, in some forms, distinguished by the placement of
syllabic stress when not carrying object suffixes. See -

3

ָשׁ ָלל
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- http://www.adath-shalom.ca/history_of_hebrew3a.htm#indic_jus AND
- http://www.adath-shalom.ca/history_of_hebrew3a.htm#Prefix_Conjugation
2

For convenience, I have used NASB or NRSV as the basis of my translation modifying the

wording and layout as appropriate.
3 From The Westminster Leningrad Codex http://www.tanach.us/ .
4

See Rainey 1985 P. 16.

5

I assume this pointing, ( ִתּ ְשׁ ֶתּהPCimp), is an error and should be read ( ֵתּ ְשׁ ְתּPCpret_sim).

6

See Rainey 1985 P. 16.

7

See Rainey 1985.
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