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Table Table Table Table 33338888    

Some Key Phonemic Distinctions in Some Key Phonemic Distinctions in Some Key Phonemic Distinctions in Some Key Phonemic Distinctions in ****EBHPEBHPEBHPEBHP, T, T, T, THHHH and  and  and  and IHIHIHIH    

ItemItemItemItem    *EBHPEBHPEBHPEBHP 
(c. 850(c. 850(c. 850(c. 850----550 BCE)550 BCE)550 BCE)550 BCE)    

THTHTHTH    
    (c. (c. (c. (c. 850 850 850 850 CE)CE)CE)CE)    

IHIHIHIH     
 (present)    

Location of Location of Location of Location of Stressed Stressed Stressed Stressed 
SyllableSyllableSyllableSyllable in Words in Words in Words in Words    

phonemicphonemicphonemicphonemic    
not graphically marked in not graphically marked in not graphically marked in not graphically marked in 

consonantal textconsonantal textconsonantal textconsonantal text    

phonemicphonemicphonemicphonemic    
Tiberian accent sign Tiberian accent sign Tiberian accent sign Tiberian accent sign 

identifies syllaidentifies syllaidentifies syllaidentifies syllable stressble stressble stressble stress.    

phonemicphonemicphonemicphonemic    
not graphically marked in not graphically marked in not graphically marked in not graphically marked in 

unpointed textunpointed textunpointed textunpointed text    

GeminationGeminationGeminationGemination    i.e. i.e. i.e. i.e. 
Consonantal Consonantal Consonantal Consonantal Doubling or Doubling or Doubling or Doubling or 

LengtheningLengtheningLengtheningLengthening    

phonemicphonemicphonemicphonemic1        
not graphically marked in not graphically marked in not graphically marked in not graphically marked in 

consonantal textconsonantal textconsonantal textconsonantal text2    

phonemicphonemicphonemicphonemic but with very  but with very  but with very  but with very 
light phonemic loadlight phonemic loadlight phonemic loadlight phonemic load3        
Marked by dagesh Marked by dagesh Marked by dagesh Marked by dagesh 

forte/forte/forte/forte/ḥḥḥḥazaqazaqazaqazaq    

nonnonnonnon----phonemicphonemicphonemicphonemic and not  and not  and not  and not 
graphically marked. graphically marked. graphically marked. graphically marked. 

Germination that exists Germination that exists Germination that exists Germination that exists 
(e.g. (e.g. (e.g. (e.g. תיברברברברדי  pronounced  pronounced  pronounced  pronounced 
[diˈ̍̍̍barbarbarbarrәti])    not related to not related to not related to not related to 
its function or location in its function or location in its function or location in its function or location in 

Biblical HebrewBiblical HebrewBiblical HebrewBiblical Hebrew    

Vowel QualityVowel QualityVowel QualityVowel Quality    phonemicphonemicphonemicphonemic        phonemicphonemicphonemicphonemic4    phonemicphonemicphonemicphonemic        

Vowel QuantityVowel QuantityVowel QuantityVowel Quantity    phonemicphonemicphonemicphonemic    nonnonnonnon----phonemic and not phonemic and not phonemic and not phonemic and not 
indicated by vowel systemindicated by vowel systemindicated by vowel systemindicated by vowel system    

exceexceexceexcept for ultra short pt for ultra short pt for ultra short pt for ultra short 
vowelsvowelsvowelsvowels    

nonnonnonnon----phonemicphonemicphonemicphonemic    

    

 

Table 39 Table 39 Table 39 Table 39 ----    Original Typical Semitic 3 Way Opposition in Original Typical Semitic 3 Way Opposition in Original Typical Semitic 3 Way Opposition in Original Typical Semitic 3 Way Opposition in EBHP and THEBHP and THEBHP and THEBHP and TH    Reduced to 2 Way in Reduced to 2 Way in Reduced to 2 Way in Reduced to 2 Way in IHIHIHIH with  with  with  with 
Loss of Loss of Loss of Loss of EmphatiEmphatiEmphatiEmphatic Consonantsc Consonantsc Consonantsc Consonants    

Place of Place of Place of Place of 
ArticulationArticulationArticulationArticulation    

    VoicedVoicedVoicedVoiced5    VoicelessVoicelessVoicelessVoiceless6    EmphaticEmphaticEmphaticEmphatic    

EBHPEBHPEBHPEBHP    (c. 850(c. 850(c. 850(c. 850----550 B550 B550 B550 BCE)CE)CE)CE)    

and and and and THTHTHTH    (c. 850 CE)(c. 850 CE)(c. 850 CE)(c. 850 CE)    
    d/ [/d/ [/d/ [/d/ [dddd]]]]/ =  =  =  = ד

    ("to be thin, poor" ("to be thin, poor" ("to be thin, poor" ("to be thin, poor" דלל))))
    t/ [/t/ [/t/ [/t/ [tttt]]]]/ =  =  =  = ת

    ("furrow"("furrow"("furrow"("furrow"    תלם) ) ) ) 
    ("to mock" ("to mock" ("to mock" ("to mock" תלל))))

ṭṭṭṭ////    [[[[tˁ]]]]//// =  =  =  = ט     

 a place name and a place name and a place name and a place name and    טלם))))    
possibly also a noun meaning possibly also a noun meaning possibly also a noun meaning possibly also a noun meaning 

"black" or the like)"black" or the like)"black" or the like)"black" or the like)    
(((( ללט  "to resonate") "to resonate") "to resonate") "to resonate")    

DentalsDentalsDentalsDentals    

BHBHBHBHIHIHIHIH    ד =  =  =  = /d/ [/d/ [/d/ [/d/ [dddd]]]]    ת =  =  =  = /t/ [/t/ [/t/ [/t/ [tttt]]]]    nonnonnonnon----existentexistentexistentexistent    
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http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia#TH
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stress_(linguistics)
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Table 39 Table 39 Table 39 Table 39 ----    Original Typical Semitic 3 Way Opposition in Original Typical Semitic 3 Way Opposition in Original Typical Semitic 3 Way Opposition in Original Typical Semitic 3 Way Opposition in EBHP and THEBHP and THEBHP and THEBHP and TH    Reduced to 2 Way in Reduced to 2 Way in Reduced to 2 Way in Reduced to 2 Way in IHIHIHIH with  with  with  with 
Loss of Loss of Loss of Loss of EmphatiEmphatiEmphatiEmphatic Consonantsc Consonantsc Consonantsc Consonants    

Place of Place of Place of Place of 
ArticulationArticulationArticulationArticulation    

    VoicedVoicedVoicedVoiced5    VoicelessVoicelessVoicelessVoiceless6    EmphaticEmphaticEmphaticEmphatic    

[[[[BHBHBHBHIHIHIHIH] = ] = ] = ] = [IH][IH][IH][IH]    
and    [[[[THTHTHTHCSP ISCSP ISCSP ISCSP IS----ENGENGENGENG]]]]    

(present)(present)(present)(present)    

 identical in pronunciation identical in pronunciation identical in pronunciation identical in pronunciation    ("to be thin, poor" ("to be thin, poor" ("to be thin, poor" ("to be thin, poor" דללדללדללדלל))))    
to to to to     

טטטט     ====    ////ṭṭṭṭ////    [[[[tttt]]]]    
    ("furrow"("furrow"("furrow"("furrow"    תלםתלםתלםתלם))))

 to mock" identical  "to mock" identical  "to mock" identical  "to mock" identical" תללתללתללתלל))))
to to to to ללללללללטטטט  "to resonate") "to resonate") "to resonate") "to resonate")    

EBHPEBHPEBHPEBHP    (c. 850(c. 850(c. 850(c. 850----550 BCE)550 BCE)550 BCE)550 BCE)    

and and and and THTHTHTH    (c. 850 CE)(c. 850 CE)(c. 850 CE)(c. 850 CE)    
    zzzz//// [ [ [ [zzzz]]]]//// = = = =    ז

    ("to be isolated"("to be isolated"("to be isolated"("to be isolated"    פרז))))
    s/ [/s/ [/s/ [/s/ [ssss]]]]/ =  =  =  = ס

 to split, brea"to split, brea"to split, brea"to split, break k k k"    פרס))))
bread")bread")bread")bread")    
� =  =  =  = ////śśśś////    [[[[ɬɬɬɬ]]]]        

 ,to spread out, "to spread out, "to spread out, "to spread out"    פרש))))
stretch over")stretch over")stretch over")stretch over")    
 = /š/=sh  = /š/=sh  = /š/=sh  = /š/=sh [[[[ʃʃʃʃ]]]]    

 to give a clear "to give a clear "to give a clear "to give a clear"    פרש))))
decision")decision")decision")decision")    

    ....ṣṣṣṣ////    [[[[sˁ]]]]////    = = = = צ
LLLLess likely [ ess likely [ ess likely [ ess likely [ ʦʦʦʦ͡͡͡͡    ] [ts] [ts] [ts] [ts͡͡͡͡'''']]]]    

    ("to break through"("to break through"("to break through"("to break through"    פרץ))))

SibilantsSibilantsSibilantsSibilants    

BHBHBHBHIHIHIHIH    
[[[[BHBHBHBHIHIHIHIH] = ] = ] = ] = [IH][IH][IH][IH]    

and    [[[[THTHTHTHCSP ISCSP ISCSP ISCSP IS----ENGENGENGENG]]]]    
(present)(present)(present)(present)    

    zzzz//// [ [ [ [zzzz]]]]//// =  =  =  = זזזז
    ("to be isolated"("to be isolated"("to be isolated"("to be isolated"    פרזפרזפרזפרז))))

    s/ [/s/ [/s/ [/s/ [ssss]]]]/ =  =  =  = ס
identical in pronunciation identical in pronunciation identical in pronunciation identical in pronunciation 

to to to to     
    śśśś////    [[[[ssss]]]]//// = = = =    ׂשׂשׂשׂש

 to split, break "to split, break "to split, break "to split, break"    פרספרספרספרס) ) ) ) 
bread" identical bread" identical bread" identical bread" identical in in in in 

pronunciationpronunciationpronunciationpronunciation to  to  to  to פרשפרשפרשפרש     "to  "to  "to  "to 
spread out, stretch spread out, stretch spread out, stretch spread out, stretch 

over")over")over")over")    
        š=sh  = š=sh  = š=sh  = š=sh [[[[ʃʃʃʃ]]]] = ׁשׁשׁשׁש

 to give a clear "to give a clear "to give a clear "to give a clear"    פרשפרשפרשפרש))))
decision")decision")decision")decision")    

NNNNonononon----existent. Replaced existent. Replaced existent. Replaced existent. Replaced 
by by by by     

    ṣṣṣṣ//// [ [ [ [    ʦʦʦʦ͡͡͡͡]]]]////    = = = = צ

PalatalsPalatalsPalatalsPalatals---- EBHPEBHPEBHPEBHP    (c. 850(c. 850(c. 850(c. 850----550 BCE)550 BCE)550 BCE)550 BCE)    ג =  =  =  = ////gggg////    [[[[ɡɡɡɡ] ] ] ]     � =  =  =  = /k/ [/k/ [/k/ [/k/ [kkkk]]]]    ק = /q/  = /q/  = /q/  = /q/ [[[[kˁ]]]]    

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiceless_velar_plosive
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_tequ.htm#emp_con
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http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#IHphonetic
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#THCSPISENG
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#EBHP
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#TH
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiced_alveolar_affricate
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/Sadi.mp3
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sibilant_consonant
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Table 39 Table 39 Table 39 Table 39 ----    Original Typical Semitic 3 Way Opposition in Original Typical Semitic 3 Way Opposition in Original Typical Semitic 3 Way Opposition in Original Typical Semitic 3 Way Opposition in EBHP and THEBHP and THEBHP and THEBHP and TH    Reduced to 2 Way in Reduced to 2 Way in Reduced to 2 Way in Reduced to 2 Way in IHIHIHIH with  with  with  with 
Loss of Loss of Loss of Loss of EmphatiEmphatiEmphatiEmphatic Consonantsc Consonantsc Consonantsc Consonants    

Place of Place of Place of Place of 
ArticulationArticulationArticulationArticulation    

    VoicedVoicedVoicedVoiced5    VoicelessVoicelessVoicelessVoiceless6    EmphaticEmphaticEmphaticEmphatic    

and and and and THTHTHTH    (c. 850 CE)(c. 850 CE)(c. 850 CE)(c. 850 CE)    ((((גבל    */*/*/*/gaˈ̍̍̍balbalbalbal//// "he marked  "he marked  "he marked  "he marked 
a boundary")a boundary")a boundary")a boundary")    

    ("receiving"("receiving"("receiving"("receiving"    קבל))))    ("binding"("binding"("binding"("binding"    כבל))))
        ("to tear away"("to tear away"("to tear away"("to tear away"    פרק))))

velarsvelarsvelarsvelars    

BHBHBHBHIHIHIHIH    
[[[[BHBHBHBHIHIHIHIH] = ] = ] = ] = [IH][IH][IH][IH]    

and    [[[[THTHTHTHCSP ISCSP ISCSP ISCSP IS----ENGENGENGENG]]]]    
(present)(present)(present)(present)    

     gggg////    [[[[ɡɡɡɡ] ] ] ]//// =  =  =  = גגגג
 he marked  "he marked  "he marked  "he marked"     [[[[gaˈ̍̍̍vvvvalalalal]]]]    גבלגבלגבלגבל))))

a boundary")a boundary")a boundary")a boundary")    

 k/ [/k/ [/k/ [/k/ [kkkk] ] ] ] identical in identical in identical in identical in/ = = = =    ּכּכּכּכ
pronunciation topronunciation topronunciation topronunciation to        

        q//q//q//q/ [ [ [ [kkkk]]]]/ = = = =    קקקק
 binding" identical "binding" identical "binding" identical "binding" identical in in in in"    כבלכבלכבלכבל))))

pronunciation topronunciation topronunciation topronunciation to    קבלקבלקבלקבל    
"receiving")"receiving")"receiving")"receiving")    

nonnonnonnon----existentexistentexistentexistent    

    

    

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiceless_velar_plosive
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Table Table Table Table 40404040    

Sound Shifts Between Sound Shifts Between Sound Shifts Between Sound Shifts Between EBHPEBHPEBHPEBHP and  and  and  and IHIHIHIH    

EBHPEBHPEBHPEBHP 
*/EBHP//EBHP//EBHP//EBHP/ *[EBHP][EBHP][EBHP][EBHP] 
(c. 850(c. 850(c. 850(c. 850----550 BCE)550 BCE)550 BCE)550 BCE)    

IHIHIHIH    
[IH][IH][IH][IH]    = = = = [[[[BHBHBHBHIHIHIHIH]]]]    

(present)(present)(present)(present)    

Hebrew LetterHebrew LetterHebrew LetterHebrew Letter    

////’’’’/ [/ [/ [/ [ʔʔʔʔ]]]]    [[[[ØØØØ]]]]    א    

////hhhh//// [ [ [ [hhhh]]]]    RarRarRarRarely [ely [ely [ely [hhhh] frequently silent ] frequently silent ] frequently silent ] frequently silent 
(((([[[[ØØØØ]]]]) ) ) ) ~~~~     [[[[ʔʔʔʔ]]]]    

    ה
        

////wwww//// [ [ [ [wwww]]]]    [[[[vvvv]]]]    ו    

////ḥḥḥḥ//// [ [ [ [ħħħħ]]]]    [[[[xxxx]]]]    ח    

////ṭṭṭṭ////    [[[[tˁ]]]]    [[[[tttt]]]]    ט    

////cccc/ / / /     [[[[ʕʕʕʕ]]]]    [[[[ØØØØ]]]]    ע    

////ġġġġ////    [[[[ɣɣɣɣ]]]]    [[[[ØØØØ]]]]    ע    

////ṣṣṣṣ/ / / / [[[[sˁ]]]]    [[[[    ʦʦʦʦ͡͡͡͡]]]]    צ    
        

////qqqq////    [[[[kˁ]]]]    [[[[kkkk]]]]    ק    

////śśśś////    [[[[ɬɬɬɬ]]]]    [[[[ssss]]]]    ׂש    
        

    
 

     

http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#EBHP
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#EBHphonem
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#EBHphonetic
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#IH
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#IHphonetic
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#BHIH
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/Tet.mp3
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiceless_velar_plosive
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/Sadi.mp3
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/Qof.mp3
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Table Table Table Table 44441111    

Some Impacts of Some Impacts of Some Impacts of Some Impacts of Sound ShiftsSound ShiftsSound ShiftsSound Shifts Between  Between  Between  Between EBHPEBHPEBHPEBHP, TH, TH, TH, TH and  and  and  and IHIHIHIH    

WordWordWordWord    
EBHPEBHPEBHPEBHP    

****/EBHP//EBHP//EBHP//EBHP/++++ * * * *[EBHP][EBHP][EBHP][EBHP] 
 (c.  (c.  (c.  (c. 850850850850----550 BCE)550 BCE)550 BCE)550 BCE)    

THTHTHTH        
/TH//TH//TH//TH/++++ * * * *[TH][TH][TH][TH]    
(c.(c.(c.(c. 850 850 850 850 CE) CE) CE) CE)    

BHBHBHBHIHIHIHIH    
[[[[BHBHBHBHIHIHIHIH] = ] = ] = ] = [IH][IH][IH][IH]    

(p(p(p(present)resent)resent)resent)    

    *to awaken*to awaken*to awaken*to awaken""""    העירהעירהעירהעיר
        

/hiˈ̍̍̍cccciiiiːːːːrrrr/ 
[hɪˈ̍̍̍ʕʕʕʕiiiiːːːːɾɾɾɾ]???? [hɛˈ̍̍̍ʕʕʕʕiiiiːːːːɾɾɾɾ]????    

/hẹˈ̍̍̍cccciriririr/ 
[hẹːːːːˈ̍̍̍ʕʕʕʕiiiiːːːːɾɾɾɾ]    

    """"to light upto light upto light upto light up""""    האירהאירהאירהאיר
        

/hiˈ̍̍̍ʾʾʾʾiiiiːːːːrrrr/ 
[hɪˈ̍̍̍ʔʔʔʔiiiiːːːːrrrr]? ? ? ?  [hɛˈ̍̍̍ʔʔʔʔiiiiːːːːrrrr]????    

/hẹʾʾʾʾiiiirrrr/ 

[hẹːːːːˈ̍̍̍ʔʔʔʔiiiiːːːːrrrr]    

[hɛˈ̍̍̍’’’’iiiiʁ̞ʁʁ̞̞ʁ̞]    ~~~~ [ʾɛˈ̍̍̍’’’’iiiiʁ̞ʁʁ̞̞ʁ̞]    ~~~~ [ɛˈ̍̍̍’’’’iiiiʁ̞ʁʁ̞̞ʁ̞]    

    """"the kingthe kingthe kingthe king""""    הּמלךהּמלךהּמלךהּמלך
        

/hamˈ̍̍̍malkmalkmalkmalk/ 

[hɐmˈ̍̍̍mmmmɐɐɐɐlklklklk]???? 

[hɐmˈ̍̍̍mmmmɐɐɐɐlәk]????    

/hamˈ̍̍̍mmmmɛɛɛɛlɛk/ 

[hɐmˈ̍̍̍mmmmɛɛɛɛːːːːlɛx]    
[haˈ̍̍̍mmmmɛɛɛɛlɛx]    ~~~~    

[ʾammmmɛɛɛɛlɛx]    ~~~~ [aˈ̍̍̍mmmmɛɛɛɛlɛx]    

    """"saltsaltsaltsalt""""    מלחמלחמלחמלח
/ˈ̍̍̍milmilmilmilḥḥḥḥ/ 

[ˈ̍̍̍milmilmilmilħħħħ]???? [ˈ̍̍̍mmmmeeeelәħ]????    
/ˈ̍̍̍mmmmɛɛɛɛlaḥ/ 

[ˈ̍̍̍mmmmɛɛɛɛːːːːlɐħ]    
[ˈ̍̍̍mmmmɛɛɛɛlax]    

    """"womanwomanwomanwoman" " " " ִאָּשהִאָּשהִאָּשהִאָּשה
/’iš ˈ̍̍̍ššššââââ/ 

[’ɪʃˈ̍̍̍ʃʃʃʃɐɐɐɐːːːː]    
/’iš ˈ̍̍̍šåšåšåšå/ 

[’iʃ ˈ̍̍̍ʃʃʃʃɔɔɔɔːːːː]    

    """"her huher huher huher husbandsbandsbandsband" " " " ִאיָשּהִאיָשּהִאיָשּהִאיָשּה
/’ῑˈ̍̍̍ššššââââ/  

[’iːːːːˈ̍̍̍ʃʃʃʃɐɐɐɐːːːː]    
/’iˈ̍̍̍šåhšåhšåhšåh/ 

[’iʃ ˈ̍̍̍ʃʃʃʃɔɔɔɔːːːːhhhh]    

[iˈ̍̍̍šašašaša]    

ּיּפֹולּיּפֹולּיּפֹולּיּפֹולוַ וַ וַ וַ      """"he fellhe fellhe fellhe fell"""" (in narrative  (in narrative  (in narrative  (in narrative 
context)context)context)context)    

/wayˈ̍̍̍yipyipyipyippul/ 

[wɐyˈ̍̍̍yyyyɪɪɪɪpppppʊl]???? 

[wɐyˈ̍̍̍yyyyɪɪɪɪpppppo̞l]????    

/way....yipˈ̍̍̍polpolpolpol/ 

[wɐy....yipˈ̍̍̍popopopoːːːːllll]    
[va.iˈ̍̍̍polpolpolpol]    ~~~~    
[va.yipˈ̍̍̍olololol]    ~~~~    

[vay.iˈ̍̍̍polpolpolpol]    

    niphalniphalniphalniphal    יכנסיכנסיכנסיכנס
/yik.kaˈ̍̍̍nnnniiiissss/ 

[yɪk.kɐˈ̍̍̍nnnnɪɪɪɪssss]????  

[yɪk.kɐˈ̍̍̍nnnnɛɛɛɛssss]????    

/yik....kåˈ̍̍̍nnnnẹẹẹẹssss/ 

[yik....kɔːːːːˈ̍̍̍nnnnẹẹẹẹːːːːssss]    

    pielpielpielpiel    יכנסיכנסיכנסיכנס
/ya....kanˈ̍̍̍nnnniiiissss/ 

[yɐ....kɐnˈ̍̍̍nnnnɪɪɪɪssss]???? 

[yɐ....kɐnˈ̍̍̍nnnnɛɛɛɛssss]????    

/yə....kanˈ̍̍̍nnnnẹẹẹẹssss/ 

[yə....kɐnˈ̍̍̍nnnnẹẹẹẹːːːːssss]    

[yə.kaˈ̍̍̍nnnnɛɛɛɛssss]    

    * see * see * see * see BermanBermanBermanBerman for other examples for other examples for other examples for other examples    

http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#EBHphonem
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http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#TH
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#THphonem
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#THphonetic
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#BHIH
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#BHIH
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#IHphonetic
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_tequ.htm#segolates
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_tequ.htm#segolates
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    Table Table Table Table 44442222    

Verbal Stems (=Themes=Verbal Stems (=Themes=Verbal Stems (=Themes=Verbal Stems (=Themes=BinyanimBinyanimBinyanimBinyanim) in ) in ) in ) in EBHPEBHPEBHPEBHP, TH, TH, TH, TH and  and  and  and IHIHIHIH        
Name Name Name Name 

and Main and Main and Main and Main 
MeaningMeaningMeaningMeaning    

ActiveActiveActiveActive    PassivePassivePassivePassive    Reflexive, Reciprocal etc.Reflexive, Reciprocal etc.Reflexive, Reciprocal etc.Reflexive, Reciprocal etc.    

    ****EEEEBHPBHPBHPBHP        
****/EBHP//EBHP//EBHP//EBHP/    
****[EBHP][EBHP][EBHP][EBHP]        

(c. 850(c. 850(c. 850(c. 850----550 550 550 550 
BCE)BCE)BCE)BCE)    

TTTTHHHH    
/TH//TH//TH//TH/++++    ****[TH][TH][TH][TH]    
(c. 8(c. 8(c. 8(c. 855550 CE)0 CE)0 CE)0 CE)    

BHBHBHBHIHIHIHIH    
[[[[BHBHBHBHIHIHIHIH] = ] = ] = ] = 

[IH][IH][IH][IH]    
(present)(present)(present)(present)    

****EBHPEBHPEBHPEBHP        
****/EBHP//EBHP//EBHP//EBHP/    
****[EBHP][EBHP][EBHP][EBHP]    

(c. 850(c. 850(c. 850(c. 850----550 550 550 550 
BCE)BCE)BCE)BCE)    

THTHTHTH    
/TH//TH//TH//TH/++++    ****[TH][TH][TH][TH]    

(c. 8(c. 8(c. 8(c. 855550 0 0 0 
CE)CE)CE)CE)    

BHBHBHBHIHIHIHIH    
[[[[BHBHBHBHIHIHIHIH] = ] = ] = ] = 

[IH][IH][IH][IH]    
(present)(present)(present)(present)    

****EBHPEBHPEBHPEBHP        
****/EBHP//EBHP//EBHP//EBHP/    
****[EBHP][EBHP][EBHP][EBHP]    

(c. 850(c. 850(c. 850(c. 850----550 550 550 550 
BCE)BCE)BCE)BCE)    

THTHTHTH    
/TH//TH//TH//TH/++++    ****[TH][TH][TH][TH]    
(c. 8(c. 8(c. 8(c. 855550 CE)0 CE)0 CE)0 CE)    

BHBHBHBHIHIHIHIH    
[[[[BHBHBHBHIHIHIHIH] = ] = ] = ] = [IH][IH][IH][IH]    

(present)(present)(present)(present)    

QalQalQalQal basic 
meaning 
of root    

/qaˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭalalalal/ 

[qɐˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭɐɐɐɐllll]    
/qåˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭalalalal/ 

[qɔːːːːˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭɐɐɐɐːːːːllll]    
[kaˈ̍̍̍ttttalalalal]    /niqˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭalalalal/ 

[nɪqˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭɐɐɐɐllll]    
/niqˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭalalalal/ 

[niqˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭɐɐɐɐːːːːllll]    
[nikˈ̍̍̍ttttalalalal]    

PiPiPiPi’’’’elelelel 
intensive 
etc.    

/qiṭˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭilililil/ 
[qɪṭˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭɪɪɪɪllll] or 

[qɪṭˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭɛɛɛɛllll]    

/qiṭˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭẹẹẹẹllll/ 

[qiṭˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭẹẹẹẹːːːːllll]    
[kiˈ̍̍̍ttttɛɛɛɛllll]    /quṭṭṭṭ ˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭalalalal/ 

[qʊṭṭṭṭ ˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭɐɐɐɐllll]    
/quṭṭṭṭ ˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭalalalal/ 

[quṭṭṭṭ ˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭɐɐɐɐːːːːllll]    
[kuˈ̍̍̍ttttalalalal]    

HiphilHiphilHiphilHiphil 
causitive    

/hiqˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭīlīlīlīl/ 
[hɪqˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭiiiiːːːːllll]    

/hiqˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭilililil/ 
[hiqˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭiiiiːːːːllll]    

[hikˈ̍̍̍ttttilililil] ~~~~    

[’ik ˈ̍̍̍ttttilililil]    ~~~~    

[iiˈ̍̍̍ttttilililil]    

/huqˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭalalalal/ 

[hʊqˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭɐɐɐɐllll]???? 

[hɔqˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭɐɐɐɐllll]????    

/hǫqˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭalalalal/     

[hɔqˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭɐɐɐɐːːːːllll] 

OROROROR    

/huqˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭalalalal/ 

[huqˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭɐɐɐɐːːːːllll]    

[hukˈ̍̍̍ttttalalalal]~~~~ 

[’ukˈ̍̍̍ttttalalalal]    ~~~~    

[ukˈ̍̍̍ttttalalalal]    

/hitqaṭˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭilililil/ 
[hɪtqɐṭˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭɪɪɪɪllll]????    

[hɪtqaṭˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭɛɛɛɛllll]???? 

/hitqaṭˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭẹẹẹẹllll/ 

[hitqɐṭˈ̍̍̍ṭṭṭṭẹẹẹẹːːːːllll]    
[hitkaˈ̍̍̍ttttɛɛɛɛllll]????

[‘itkaˈ̍̍̍ttttɛɛɛɛllll]    

~~~~ 

[itkaˈ̍̍̍ttttɛɛɛɛllll] 

     
    

    

Tenses and Aspects in Israeli Hebrew HebrewTenses and Aspects in Israeli Hebrew HebrewTenses and Aspects in Israeli Hebrew HebrewTenses and Aspects in Israeli Hebrew Hebrew    

As compared to Biblical Hebrew (see As compared to Biblical Hebrew (see As compared to Biblical Hebrew (see As compared to Biblical Hebrew (see Tenses or Aspects in Biblical HebrewTenses or Aspects in Biblical HebrewTenses or Aspects in Biblical HebrewTenses or Aspects in Biblical Hebrew) Israeli ) Israeli ) Israeli ) Israeli 

Hebrew uses the sHebrew uses the sHebrew uses the sHebrew uses the same basic verb forms ame basic verb forms ame basic verb forms ame basic verb forms (ִיְקטֹול קֹוֵטל ָקַטל) but their meaning is pastbut their meaning is pastbut their meaning is pastbut their meaning is past----
presentpresentpresentpresent----futurefuturefuturefuture7    not, as in Biblical and Mishnaic Hebrew whether they are complete or not, as in Biblical and Mishnaic Hebrew whether they are complete or not, as in Biblical and Mishnaic Hebrew whether they are complete or not, as in Biblical and Mishnaic Hebrew whether they are complete or 
not.not.not.not.    

        
The fundamental concept is whether an act is past present or future    at the time 
being described not at the time of the narrator. For the past the form שמר (šaˈ̍̍̍marmarmarmar) is 
used; for the present and immediate future the active participle (שומר) is used; for 

http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia#EBHphonem
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia#EBHphonem
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia#TH
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia#THphonem
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia#THphonem
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia#THphonem
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia#THphonetic
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#BHIH
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#BHIH
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#IHphonetic
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia#THphonem
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the future and modal the form ישמור (yišˈ̍̍̍mormormormor) is used often with the prefix  ֶׂש. Verbs 
of state have largely been replaced, in Mishnaic and Israeli Hebrew, by adjectives.    
     
This subject is discussed in detail in Glinert 1989.    
        

It is interesting to note that in Israeli Hebrew, there is wide use of the normal 
infinitive as a general imperative, no doubt under the influence of European 
languages (eg. German).  This recreates a major use of the infinitive absolute in 
Biblical Hebrew well described by Haiim Rabin (A Textbook of Israeli Hebrew p. 315) 
as "...used in commands that are addressed to nobody in particular, but are valid for 
everybody; its use is in such cases comparable to that of the imperative. 
Significantly, an example will be found in the Decalogue."    

     

Return to Table of ContentsReturn to Table of ContentsReturn to Table of ContentsReturn to Table of Contents    

    
                                                        

1 See Gibson 1965 pp. 36-37.  

2 Joϋon-Muraoka 1991 §27db “Where an identical consonant was originally doubled at the end of a word, it is 
simplified: so ֵלב but ׄחק ,ִלִּבי but ֻחִּקי. 

3 Blau 1976 p. 16 and See Joϋon-Muraoka 1991 §18aa. 

4 a. From Blau 1976 pp. 34-37 

The Tiberian vocalization system, as far as full vowels are concerned, denotes vowel quality, rather than 
quantity. As a matter of principle, every vowel sign may denote both historically long and short vowels…. 
Therefore, whenever transcriptions mark length, they rest on the historical reconstruction of a linguistic 
stage preceding that of the Tiberian vocalization, rather than on traditional, vocalization…. 

Since vowel marks were developed only after the consonants and matres lectionis of the Bible text had 
become stabilized … even the occurrence of a vowel letter after a vowel mark cannot be regarded as a 
certain indication of the vowel being long: it maybe due to plene spelling…. Accordingly, there is, in 
principle, no difference whether or not a vowel sign is followed by a vowel letter; even qibbuṣ (ֻֻֻֻ) and 
šuruq (ּוּוּוּו) are essentially identical…. Their respective use depends only whether or not the consonantal 
text exhibited vowel letters. 

9.3. From the historical point of view, it is generally assumed that the vowel system of Proto-Semitic 
consisted of three (naturally) long and three short vowels, viz. ā, ī, ū; a, i, u. 

http://www.adath-shalom.ca/history_of_hebrew.htm#Glinert89
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9.3.1. Proto-Semitic ā was generally preserved in unstressed syllables … whereas in stressed syllables it 
shifted to ō …. 

9.3.2. Proto-Semitic ī, as a rule, is continued by Hebrew ī …. 

9.3.3. Proto-Semitic a is, as a rule, preserved in Hebrew in closed unstressed syllables…. 

9.3.4. Proto-Semitic i in an unstressed closed syllable is often preserved…. In stressed closed syllables i 
shifted to a, the so-called Philippi's law. At the tune of his shift nouns in status absolutus still preserved 
the case vowels, whereas in status constructus they had already dropped them (the weak stress of nouns 
in status constructus still enabled the action of Philippi's law)….  

9.3.5. Proto-Semitic u in an unstressed closed syllable is, as a rule, reflected by ǫ (as קדשו (qǫdšō)))) “his 
holiness”), when preceding a double consonant by u (as כלם (kullām) “all of them”),…. 

b. From Blau 1976 pp. 11-12 

3.5 Defining the phonological system of the vowels is rather intricate. As to the full vowels, ָ , ַ , ֵ , ִ , ֹ , 
and ֻ (ּו) have doubtlessly to be considered phonemes, and presumably ֶ as well. The opposition ə: zero 
(i.e., šwa mobile : šwa quiescens …) is phonemic as well … and perhaps also the ḥaţafs ֲ , ֱ , ֳ , though 
their functional load is very light…. 

3.6. Syllabic structure and the full vowels contained in the syllables are interdependent. Therefore, it is 
important for the beginner to differentiate between the different types of syllables and between the main 
categories of full vowels occurring in them…. 

3.6.1. A syllable terminating in a vowel is called an open syllable; that ending in a consonant a closed one
…. 

3.6.2. For the beginner, it is convenient to distinguish between the following three classes of vowels: 

Long vowels: ָ (qameṣ gadol …), ּו  , ֹו , ִי , ֵי , ֶי. 

Short vowels: ַ , ֶ , ִ , ָ (qameṣ ḥaţuf ), ֻ . 

Vowels which are indifferent as to length, either long or short: ֵ , ֹ . 

3.6.3. An open syllable usually has a long vowel, a closed unstressed one … a short vowel. Closed 
stressed syllables, as a rule, contain long vowels…. 

5  With voiced consonants the vocal chords are vibrated, which can be felt in the throat. All vowels are voiced. 

6  With voiceless or unvoiced consonants the vocal chords are not vibrated, so there is no vibration in the throat. 

7 See sect 24.1, 24.9,  24.9, 24.10, 41.4 in Lipinski 1997. 
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