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Excursus 2

Evolution of Pronunciation and Stress Patterns

(N.b. syllables carrying the primary word stress are in bold)

(Part 2)

See Tenses or Aspects in Biblical Hebrew

A. The Proto-Hebrew SC and its Carry-Over into BH

We have three major avenues into PH: a) working backwards from BH; b) comparative

semitics; and, c) the "Canaanite glosses" in the Amarna(h) Letters'. These sources are largely

complementary, however, the most detailed evidence is provided by the Amarnah Letters to
which the outstanding scholar, Anson Rainey, has dedicated a lifetime of research. The
following is quoted from Rainey 1986 (pp. 4-7) -

The following table represents my proposal for the prefix conjugation system refllected in the Armanah

letters, that is, those composed by Canaanite scribes (Rainey 1985). Two modes are recognized, an

indicative for the expression of fact and an injunctive for expressions of volition.

Indicative Injunctive
Preterite yaqtul, -a Jussive yaqtul, -a

Imperfect yaqtulu, -dna Volitive yaqtula, -
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Indicative Injunctive
Energic yaqtulun(n)a Energic yaqtulan(n)a

... ltwas W. L. Moran ... who first defined syntactically the jussive, imperfect, and volitive.... (I)t was found
that the zero-form, yaqgtul, was often juxtapose to yaqgtulu to express the contrast between a single action
in the past and present-future continuous.... The question before us now is to what extent these basic

forms can be discerned in biblical Hebrew....

The method adopted here for defining the syntactic functions of the BH prefix conjugation is... the use use
of variants in the weak verbs as a key for establishing semantic categories. The known morphological
distinctions, especially those between the long and short forms of second and third weak roots, have their
respective syntagmas. Once these are defined, in terms of semantic function, they become the criteria for
defining strong verb forms which, in BH, have lost their outward differences that had distinguished the

syntactic functions in the older Canaanite dialects (as also in Classical Arabic)....

It is generally acknowledged that the "long" and the "short" forms of prefix verbs are the reflexes of
original yaqtulu and yaqtul respectively, viz. causitive yaqtil (< yaqtilu) vs. yaqtél (< *yaqtil@); yaqim
(<*yaqdmu) vs. yagom (< *vaqum@); yaqim (< *vaqimu ) vs. yagém (< *vaqim@); yibné(h) (< *vibnayu) ...
vs. yiben (< *vibnay ), etc.... What is important for our present purposes is that the same zero forms do
have both the jussive and the preterite functions. The latter usage, however, became increasingly
restricted in BH as the suffix conjugation took over the past tense function, just as it did in Ugaritic prose
(Gordon 1965:68 §9.3), in Phonecian ... and to a large extent in the Amarnah letters from Byblos.....
There are still som instances of the yaqgtu/ preterite in BH poetic texts.... In prose the yagfu/ (preterite) has
been restricted to the role of a narrative past tense expressing a sequence of actions. In narrative
sequences of this nature, it is at the head of its clause, always introduced by the augmented, wai{waw
plus gemination/lengthening; Revell 1984:443)....

The West Semitic languages developed a form, yagfulu, to express the present-future and past

continuous.... For most verbs, the loss of the final short vbowels neutralized the formal distinction in BH
between the zero forms and yagfulu but certain weak verbs do distinguish between the two original
patterns. In addition, there are some three hundred examples of the long masculine plural suffixes in

-0n, and a few cases of the second feminine singular in -7 (GK:128-129 §§47m-0.). These derive respectively
from and as demonstrated not only by comparison with Classical Arabic, but also with the Canaanite
inflections in the Amarnah letters.... Except for some poetic passages, the long forms with nun are
probably archaisms, especially in the deuteronomistic materials.2 But even without the long plural and
second feminine forms, the biblical authors still had severalmeans for indicating morphologically the

difference between the imperfect and the preterite/jussive....

While there is a wide variety of usages of the Wrest Semitic imperfect, especially in BH, the verbal system

as a whole does indicate tense. The communicational context would generally leave no doubt as to the
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temporal nuance intended by the imperfect. After all, the modal forms such as the jussive also have a
broad spectrum of nuances without causing ambiguity, so why should not the imperfect enjoy a similar

range. Many other languages with clear-cut tense systems use certain forms or syntagmas in more than
one nuance....

Table 31 - Reconstructed PC Forms in PH and EBHPs
*PH EBHP*
(c. 1200 BCE) */[EBHP/*
(c. 850-550 BCE)
Indicative Injunctive Indicative Modal
Imperfect Jussive Imperfect Jussive
(pCim ) (pC.us) (present/future (PCimp_priut) (PC'us)
and past contlnuo.us (negated with 27?’3)
(PCimp_paur ) @and occasionally
INjuNCtive Pcm )
(negated with ¥9)
laq'tulu/ (1c.) [aqtul/ (1c.) rig'tul/ (1c.)
/taq'tulu/ (2ms.) ['taqtul/ (2ms.) ftig'tul/ (2ms.) ['tigtul/ (2ms.)
/taq'tuli:n/ (2fs.) ftaq'tull/ (2fs.) tiq'tuli(z)/ (2fs.) ftig'tuli/ (2fs.)
Mtaqtu'lizna/ (2fs.) ftigtu'lizn/ (2fs.)
/yaq'tulu/ (3ms.) ['yaqtul/ (3ms.) lyigq'tul/ (3ms.) ['yigtul/ (3ms.)
/taq'tulu/ (3fs.) ['taqtul/ (3fs.) ftiq'tul/ (3fs.) ['tiqtul/ (3fs.)
/naq'tulu/ (1cp.) I'naqtul/ (1cp.) /nig'tul/ (1cp.)
/taq'tulun/ (2mp.) /taq'tuld/ (2mp.) /tiq'tuld/ (2mp.) /tiq'tuld/ (2mp.)
Mtaqtu’lina/ (2mp.) ftigtu'lan/ (2mp.)
ftaq'tulnd/ (2ip.) ftaq'tulnd/ (2ip.) ftig'tulna(:)/ (2fp.) tiq'tulnd/ (2ip.)
/yaq'tuliin/ (3mp.) /yaq'tuld/ (3mp.) lyiq'tuld/ (3mp.) lyiq'tuld/ (3mp.)
/yaqtu'ltina/ (3mp.) lyigtu'lan/ (3mp.)
Preterite Volitive Preterite Cohortative (PCcoh)
(PCgret) (only the forms relevant to BH) (negated with 278)
[aqtul/ (1c.) laqg'tula/ (1c.) /wa’igtul/ (1c. proses) rig'tula(z)/ (1c.)
["igtul/ (1c. poetry)
['taqtul/ (2ms.) /wat'tigtul/ (2ms. prose)
['tigtul/ (2ms. poetry)
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Table 31 - Reconstructed PC Forms in PH and EBHP3

*PH EBHP*
(c. 1200 BCE) */EBHP/*
(c. 850-550 BCE)

ftaq'tull/ (2fs.) /wattiq'tuli(z)/ (2fs. prose)
tiq'tuli(z)/ (2fs. poetry)

['yaqtul/ (3ms.) /way'yiqtul/ (3ms. prose)
['yigtul/ (3ms. poetry)

['taqtul/ (3fs.) /wat'tiqtul/ (3fs. prose)
['tigtul/ (3fs. poetry)

I'naqtul/ (1cp.) /naq'tula/ (1cp.) /wan'nigtul/ (1cp. prose) /nig'tula(:)/ (1cp.)
I'niqtul/ (1cp. poetry)

/taq'tuld/ (2mp.) /wattiq'tuld/ (2mp. prose)
/tiq'tuld/ (2mp. poetry)

/taq'tulnd/ (2fp.) Iwattiq'tulna/ (2fp. prose)
Mtiq'tulna/ (2fp. poetry)

/yaq'tuld/ (3mp.) /wayyiq'tuld/ (3mp. prose)
yiq'tuld/ (3mp. poetry)

In the words of Huehnergards -
In discussing the forman Hebrew reflexes of the forms yaqtu/ and yaqtulu, Rainey” reminds us that the
original distinction between them was still preserved in certain weak verbs.... He also notes that the
imperfect plural forms like yiktbun, with a final , derive from the old plural of yaqgtulu, namely yaqgtulina,
whereas the more common yiktbu, without n, reflects the plural of early yaqgtul, namely yaqgtuld. In a
recent monograph by J. Hoftijzer ... one of the most interesting observations is that yiktbun, with final n,
almost never occurs as a jussive or waw-consecutive.... Thus, it contrasts with the more common yiktbu
in what Hoftijzer correctly calls an opposition of marked versus unmarked forms. From the historical point
of view, therefore we cans say, that when the forms yaqtul, yaqgtulaé, and yaqtuluftell together
morphologically in the singular of sound verbs (verbs without weak radicals) because of the loss of final
short vowels, the semantic distinctions between the corresponding plurals yaqtuld and yaqgtulin(a)
likewise became blurred, analogically, and a new distinction arose, at least in those dialects of Hebrew in
which both plural forms were retained. The form yagtuli became gereralized as the paradigmantic plural
of the singular yagtu/in all of its functions, which in the sound verb appeared synchronically to
encompass not only the the functions of earlier yaqgtu/and yagtul/a but also those of the imperfect yagtulu.
The original imperfect plural yaqtuliin(a) was therefore redundant, at least on some level. Its function

accordingly shifted, from being the only imperfect plural form to being a specifically imperfect form.
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Table 32 - Disappearance of Formal Distinctions between PCimp, PCjus® and

PCoret (not preceded by waC-) in Strong Verb Except for Parts of Hiphil

*PH PMT EBHP"0 PTH TH
(c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400-300 BCE) */EBHP/* */PTH/* *[PTH] [TH/* *[TH]
*[EBHP] (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE)
(c. 850-550 BCE)
Strong Verb - Qal
2ms. tak'tub/ > /tik
Imperfect (PCinp) 'taktubu/ > ‘tub/
"You write, will write, /tak'tubu/ [tzk'tub]?
were writing" trk'tgb apon
J Likctgbr? ftik'tob/11 o
2ms. anon ] tik'tob/
Jussi [taktub/ > [tix'tov] [t'_t ,
lussive (PCus) ix'to:v
¢ ['tiktub/12
"Write!" ['taktub/
. ['tzktub]? [tzkto b
Preterite PCpe) ]; -
"You wrote" '
Distinction(s) Ending of
imperfect and None Stress None None
stress
2fs. .
— ) /tak'tubi(:)/ andn
PCimp /taktubi:n(a)/ - ) ) ) ) o
- “anon > Jtik'tubi:/ ftikte'bi:/ /tikte'bi/
"You write, will write, /tak'tubi:n/ ) - T - =
- - [tzk'tubit] [tixte'vi:]
were writing"
2fs. 12non*
PCimp i [taktu'bi:n/ > 1"anon
/taktubi:n(a)/ - _ ) _ ) o
paragogic nun form Tanon ftiktu'bi:n/ ftikta'bizn/ [tikta'bin/
/taktu'bizna/ i - -
"You write/will write" - [tikts'bizn]? [tixta'vi:n]
[tikto'bi:n]?
2fs.
PCus tak'tubi(:)/ anon
['taktubi/ > ) ) ) ) o
"Write!" ) "2non > [tik'tubi:/ [tikta'bi:/ [tikta'bi/
/tak'tubi/ ) - -
PCoret [tk'tubi-] [tixta'vi:]
"You wrote"
Distinction(s) Ending of Only form with Only paragogic | Only ending of paragogic nun form
imperfect and paragogic nun nun form of of imperfect
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Table 32 - Disappearance of Formal Distinctions between PCimp, PCjus® and

PCoret (not preceded by waC-) in Strong Verb Except for Parts of Hiphil

*PH PMT EBHP10 PTH TH
(c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400-300 BCE) */EBHP/* */PTH/* *[PTH] [TH/* *[TH]
*[EBHP] (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE)
(c. 850-550 BCE)
stress distinctive due to | /imperfect due to
ending. ending and
stress
2mp. PCimp [tak'tubu/ > 1anan
, o /taktubin(a)/ - ) _ ) _ o
"You write, will write, 12NON [tik'tubu/13 [tikta'bd/ ftikte'bu/
. /tak'tubun/ - - -
were writing" - [tk'tubur] [tixta'vu:]
2mp. PCimp paragogic JAanon*
nun form _ /taktu'ban/ > Panon
. o [/taktubtn(a)/ » ) _ ) _ n
"You write/will write" nanon ftiktu'ban/ /tikte'bun/ [tikte'bun/
/taktu'bana/ ) - -
- [tiktu'bu:n]? [tixta'vu:n]
[tikto'bu:n]?
2mp. PCus _
/tak'tubd/ > 1Anan
"write!" ['taktubu/ > ) o
12NOnN ftik'tubd/ /tikte'bd/ ftikte'bu/
PCoret /tak'tubu/ - -
[tk'tubur] [tixta'vu:]
"You wrote"
Distinction(s) ) Only paragogic
) Only form with
Ending of . nun form of ) )
. paragogic nun . Only form with paragogic nun
imperfect and S imperfect due to L .
distinctive due to . distinctive due to ending.
stress ) ending and
ending.
stress
3ms. PCimp lyak'tub/ >
"He writes, will write, 'yaktubu/ > lyik'tub/
was writing" lyak'tubu/ 1k'tub]? .
i ' :y k'tglbij? lyik'tob/ AN
yIk'tdbls yik'to
ano° - o lyik'tob/
3ms. PCjus I'yaktub/ > /'yik [yix'tov] T
. . [yix'to:v]
"Let him write" tub/
['yaktub/
PCoret ['yiktub]? ['yzkto b
"he wrote" 1?
Distinction Ending of
None Stress None

imperfect and
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Table 32 - Disappearance of Formal Distinctions between PCimp, PCjus® and

PCoret (not preceded by waC-) in Strong Verb Except for Parts of Hiphil

*PH PMT EBHP10 PTH TH
(c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400-300 BCE) */EBHP/* */PTH/* *[PTH] [TH/* *[TH]
*[EBHP] (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE)
(c. 850-550 BCE)
stress
3fs. PCimp /tak'tub/ >
"She writes, will write 'taktubu/ > /tik'tub/
was writing " /tak'tubu/ [tzk'tub]? .
anan
[trk'tdbl? /tik'tob/ '
anon - o ftik'tob/
3fs. PCus ['taktub/ ['taktub/ > /'tik [tix'tov] T
. - [tix'to:v]
"Let her write" tub/
PCoret ['tzktub]? [tzkto b
"she wrote" 1?
Distinction Ending of
imperfect and None Stress None
stress
3mp. /yaktubin(a)/ » _
- /yak'tubu/ > any
PCimp /tak'tubun/ . _ . _ o
. o - nn> lyik'tubd/ lyikte'bd/ lyikte'bu/
"They write, will write, T o
N [yik'tubu:] [yixta'vu:]
were writing "
3mp. /yaktubin(a)/ - an>*
p y (a) ] —
PCimp paragogic nun /yaktu'bina/ /yaktu'ban/ > ) _ o
— nano® _ lyikte'bun/ lyikta'bun/
form lyiktu'bdn/
. . . _ [yixta'vu:n]
"They write/will write" [yikts'bin]
3mp.
PCius yak'tubd/ > 1any
. ['yaktubt/ > i _ ) o
"Let them write" 11N> lyik'tubd/ lyikte'bl/ lyikte'bu/
/yak'tubu/ - - -
PCoret [yik'tubu-] [yixta'vu:]
"they wrote"
Distinction Only paragogic
) Only form with Y parageg
Ending of . nun form of ) )
. paragogic nun . Only form with paragogic nun
imperfect and S imperfect due to L .
distinctive due to distinctive due to ending.
stress ) ending and
ending.
stress
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Table 32 - Disappearance of Formal Distinctions between PCimp, PCjus® and

PCoret (not preceded by waC-) in Strong Verb Except for Parts of Hiphil

*PH PMT EBHP10 PTH TH
(c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400-300 BCE) */EBHP/* */PTH/* *[PTH] [TH/* *[TH]
*[EBHP] (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE)
(c. 850-550 BCE)
Strong Verb - Hiphil*#
2ms. Plimp /tu'habdalu/ > b7an* Y7an
You divide, wil /tahab'dalu/ >> San Jtab'di:l Jtab'di:l Jtav'dil
divide were dividing /tahab'di:lu/ [teb'di:I] [tav'di:l]
2ms. PG;
" /'tabdil/ Y7an
"Divide!" /ta'habdal/ > /tab'del/ '
_ 5Tan ['tebd1l]? — /tav'del/
PCoret ['tabdil/1 [tav'del] i
o ['tebdel]? [tav'de:l]
"You divided" -
Distinction Ending of .
. . Vowel length Vowel quality .
imperfect and Spelling Vowel quality
and stress and length
stress
2fs. PC/mp .
/tuhabdali:n(a)/~
"You divide, will -
/tahab'di:lizn/
divide, were dividing" “S>Tan*® M7In
2fs. PCus “>Tan /tab'di:liz/ /tab'di:li:/"e /tab'dili/
"Divide!" 'di:liv tav'di:li:
/tahab'di:li:/ [teb'dili] [ )
PCprel
"You divided"
Distinction Ending of
None
imperfect
2mp. PCimp _
o . /tuhabdaltn(a)/
"You divide, will
- /tahab'di:lun/
divide, were dividing" HT1an* 4’7”[;13
2mp. PCus »Tan /tab'di:10/ /tab'di:la/ /tab'dilu/
"Divide!" /tu'habdald/ - [teb'di:lu] [tav'di:lu:]
PCoret /tahab'di:l/
"You divided"
Distinction(s) Ending of None



http://www.adath-shalom.ca/history_of_hebrew.htm#wawcon
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#PH
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#PMT
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#EBHphonem
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#EBHphonem_plus
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#EBHphonetic
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#PTH
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#PTHphonem_plus
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia#THphonem
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#PTHphonetic
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#TH
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#THphonem
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#THphonetic

E-Book - History of the Ancient and Modern Hebrew Language by David Steinberg

Table 32 - Disappearance of Formal Distinctions between PCimp, PCjus® and

PCoret (not preceded by waC-) in Strong Verb Except for Parts of Hiphil

*PH PMT EBHP10 PTH TH
(c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400-300 BCE) */EBHP/* */PTH/* *[PTH] [TH/* *[TH]
*[EBHP] (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE)
(c. 850-550 BCE)
imperfect
3ms. PCimp 51a* '77-[:13
" . . /yu'habdalu/ » ) ’
He divides, will ) ST lyab'di:l/ lyab'di:l/ lyab'dil/
o . /yahab'di:lu/ - =
divide, was dividing [yeb'di:l] [yav'di:l]
3ms. PG,
e I'yabdill Yy
"Let him divide" /ya‘'habdal/ > /yab'del/ ’
. 57120 ['yebdrl]? T lyav'del/
PCpret 'yabdil/ ' [yav'del]
o ['yebdel]? [yav'de:l]
"he divided"
Distinction(s) Ending of .
. . Vowel length Vowel quality .
imperfect and Spelling Vowel quality
and stress and length
stress
3mp. PCimp _
o . /yu'habdalun(a)/
"They divide, will
- [yahab'di:lun/
divide, were dividing" HT12* ﬂ’?”[;j
3mp. PCus T /yab'di:lu/ /yab'di:l0/ /yab'dilu/
"Let them divide" /ya‘'habdald/ > [yeb'di:lu’] [yav'di:lu:]
PCpret /yahab'di:ld/
"they divided"
Distinction(s) Ending of
imperfect
Piel
3ms. PCimp ) /yadab'bir/
. /ya'dabbiru/ >
"he speaks, will . [yadeb'bir]?
. /yadab'biru/ I
speak, was speaking” [yedeb'ber]? [a7
/yadab'ber/'7 )
3ms. PCus mT _ e /yadab'ber/
. . /ya'dabbir/ [yedab'ber] -
"Let him speak” /ya'dabbir/ > - [yedab'be:r]
. [ye'debbir]?
PCpret /ya'dabbir/
[ye'debber]?
"he spoke" —
Distinction(s) Ending of None Stress None None
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Table 32 - Disappearance of Formal Distinctions between PCimp, PCjus® and

PCoret (not preceded by waC-) in Strong Verb Except for Parts of Hiphil

*PH PMT EBHP10 PTH TH
(c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400-300 BCE) */EBHP/* */PTH/* *[PTH] [TH/* *[TH]
*[EBHP] (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE)
(c. 850-550 BCE)
imperfect and
stress
Niphal
3ms. PCimp /yan'katibu/ > lyikka'tib/
"It will be writen" /yanka'tibu/ > [yikke'tzb]?
lyikka'tibu/ [yikke'teb]? ) anx
3ms. PG, lyan'katib/ fylkdca: ey lyikka'teb/
ms. PG an'katib/ > an> T ikka'te
e Y Jyikkatib/ lyikka: teb] YIRKATED
"Let it be writen! " lyik'’katib/ - [yikko:'Ge:v]
[yik'ketib]?
PCprel PCprel
[yik'keteb]?
"It was writen " "You wrote"
Distinction(s) Ending of
imperfect and None Stress None None
stress
Examples of Weak Verbs
3ms. PCimp i .
. ] /yac'say/ > o apwy
"He makes/does, will ['yacsayu/ > . lyaca'sé/ o
. Ny lyic'sé/ .\ lyaca'se/
make/do, were lya®'sayu/ ' [yaTa'se:] 5
. . [yrf'te:] [ya:Sa'se:]
making/doing"
3ms. PCus Ivacsay/>
acsa .
"Let him make/do" ) Y ] 'y I'yacas/ w?
I'yacsay/ vy I'yic's/ '
PCoret (yIF4]? [yisod]? ['yafas] ['ya:fas]
"he made/did" YRR LYReLs
Distinction Ending of
imperfect and Spelling Ending of imperfect and stress
stress
3ms. PCimp lyas'tay/ » npwr
. o l'yaStayu/ > o e -
"He drinks, will drink, nne, lyis'té/ lyis'té/ lyis'te/
L lyaS'tayu/
was drinking" [yifte:] [yifte:]
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Table 32 - Disappearance of Formal Distinctions between PCimp, PCjus® and

PCoret (not preceded by waC-) in Strong Verb Except for Parts of Hiphil

*PH PMT EBHP10 PTH TH
(c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400-300 BCE) */EBHP/* */PTH/* *[PTH] [TH/* *[TH]
*[EBHP] (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE)
(c. 850-550 BCE)
3ms. PCjus ['vastay/ nye
astay/ —» 5
"Let him drink" . yesay N T
'yastay/ ne, I'yist/ 'yest/ I'yest/
P o (ys? [yget)? [y
7 at]? e:
"He drank" y ye
Distinction Ending of Ending of . . )
) ) ) Ending of imperfect, quality of first
imperfect and Spelling imperfect and
vowel and stress
stress stress
3ms. ['yahyayu/ >
, 'vA 1Y
PCimp Iyah'yayu/ /yah'yé/ > m
"He will be" o lyih'yé/ lyih'yé/ lyih'ye/
(details see [yth'ye:] [yihye:]
above)
3ms. 'yahyay/ »
PCius ['yahyay/ >
"Let him be/may he I'yihy/ o
be " l'yihyay/ " [yzhy]? ['yzhiy]? lye'hi:/ lye'hi/
PCpret (details see [ye'hi]
"He was" above)
Distinction Ending of . . . .
. Endings distinct Endings and quality of first vowel
imperfect and Spelling o
and stress distinct
stress
3mS. PC/mp JW‘* .
n H n :qw’
He will return I'yaswubu/ > T
. A [T lya'sab/ lya:'sab/ lya'sub/
/ya'stbu/18 .
[ye'u:b] [yo:'fu:v]
3ms. PCjus /’EéUb/ :WZ
“Let him return” I'yaSwub/ > fvarSob/ lya'sob/
ap, ' 20 ar'so -
PCoret 'yaSub/ [yefub]? [yefo b yarse [yo:'fo:v]
n n ]7
He returned

11



http://www.adath-shalom.ca/history_of_hebrew.htm#wawcon
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#PH
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#PMT
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#EBHphonem
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#EBHphonem_plus
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#EBHphonetic
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#PTH
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#PTHphonem_plus
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia#THphonem
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#PTHphonetic
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#TH
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#THphonem
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#THphonetic
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_tequ.htm#segolates
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_tequ.htm#yhy
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_12.htm#trend_ult_str

E-Book - History of the Ancient and Modern Hebrew Language by David Steinberg

Table 32 - Disappearance of Formal Distinctions between PCimp, PCjus® and

PCoret (not preceded by waC-) in Strong Verb Except for Parts of Hiphil

*PH PMT EBHP10 PTH TH
(c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400-300 BCE) */[EBHP/* */PTH/* *[PTH] [THF *[TH]
*[EBHP] (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE)
(c. 850-550 BCE)
Distinction Ending of
) Length of Length and .
imperfect, length ) ] Quality of
Spelling second vowel | quality of second
of second vowel second vowel
and stress vowel
and stress
2ms. PCimp . own* o'wn
, [tuysamu/ — . .
"You will put" . o'wn fta'sizm/ /ta:'si:m/ lya'sim/
/ta'sizmu/ .
[te'tizm] [yo:'sizm]
2ms. PCjus L. .
['tasim/ own
"Put!" . ] T
['tasim/ DYn ['tetim]? ['ta:$em/ ['tasem/
PCprel
['tetem]? ['to:sem]
"You have put"
Distinction Ending of .
) Length of Length and Quality of
imperfect, length ) )
Spelling second vowel | quality of second | second vowel
of second vowel
and stress vowel and stress and stress
and stress

The disappearance of these formal distinctions is particularly problematic when trying to understand some poems

describing events in the past where some verbs can be understood as:

(a) PCpret_sim forms describing a completed historic action; or,

(b) PCimp_priut forms indicating present (incomplete) or future actions or general behavior; or,

(c) PCimp_paur forms indicating ongoing actions in the past.

See -

Tenses or Aspects in Biblical Hebrew

Time and Modal Implications of PC in Various Categories of BH Poetry

a) Archaizing Poetry

Table of Contents
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Table A -Tense Implications of SC and PC in the Same Verse

Table B - Present Tense Indicated by the use of the SC of a Stative or Quasi-stative Verb

and the PCimp of an Action Verb in the Same Verse

Table C - PCpret sim and PCpretwc in the Same Verse Referring to the Past

Table D - PCpret sm and SC in the Same Verse Referring to the Past

Table E - PCpretwc and SC in the Same Verse Referring to the Past

Table F - PCpret sim Without PCpretwc or SC in the Same Verse Referring to the Past

Table G - PCpretwc Should be Revocalized as PCimp Due to Contextually Required

Meaning (no examples in these poems)

Table H - A.P. Substitutes for PCimp

b) PCoret_sim in Prophetic Poetry

c) Observations on Some Aspects of the Use of Tenses in Psalms Table of Contents

Table A - Tense Implications of SC and PC in the Same Verse

Table B - Present Tense Indicated by the use of the SC of a Stative or Quasi-stative Verb

and the PCimp of an Action Verb in the Same Verse

Table C - PCpret sim and PCpretwc in the Same Verse Referring to the Past

Table D - PCpret sim and SC in the Same Verse Referring to the Past

Table E - PCpretwc and SC in the Same Verse Referring to the Past

Table F - PCpret_sim Without PCpretwc or SC in the Same Verse Referring to the Past

Table G - PCpretwc Should be Revocalized as PCimp Due to Contextually Required Meaning

Table H - Substitutes for PCimp

B. The Biblical Hebrew Verbal System

1. Classes of Verbs

Historically, in srtong verbs, in both the SC and PC (traditional "perfect" and "imperfect"
respectively) of the ga/, one of the three short primitive Semitic vowels /a/, /i/, /ul appear

between the second and third root consonant. The attested forms in BH are:

a. stative verbs (declined adjectives) e.g.722 (EBHP */ka'bid/ /-a class) "he is/was heavy",
1722 (EBHP */ka'bidu/) "They are/were heavy", 722 (EBHP */yik'bad/ etc.) "They will be
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heavy"; 1op (EBHP */qa'tun/ *[ke'tun] or u-a class) "he is/was small”, *nyop (EBHP
*/qa'tuntl/ *[k"e'tunti] or *[k"e'tontl]) "I am/was small®, jop° (EBHP */yiq'tan/ etc.) "l will be

small";

b. intransitive verbs e.g. 'n % (EBHP */la'mad/ a-a class) "l learned", % (EBHP

*lyi'mad/ etc.) "l will learn"; and,

c. transitive verbs e.g. 725 (EBHP */la'kad/ a-u class) "he captured" (SC 732% EBHP
*lyil'kud/ *[y1l'kud] etc.); 13 (EBHP */na'tan/ a-/class) "he gave" (SC i EBHP */yit'tin/

*[ytt'tzn] or *[y1t'ten] etc.).

In Biblical Hebrew the u-a class is relict with only a few examples remaining; the a-/class
consists of a small number of very common verbs; the a-a c/lass shows clear signs of
assimilating into the a-v class. In TH .... In MH, the /-a class and the remnants of the v-a class
would be replaced by their already common biblical adjective forms - e.g. BH 1722

(TH ¥123) would be replaced by MH o722 v or v o122 and BH *nivp (TH 'mibp ) would be

replaced by MH 1vp *n»n or i jop.

14
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Table 33

Comparison of the Development (PH to TH) of Qa/(a-u class)

Jussive, Imperative, Infinitive Construct and Infinitive Absolute

*PH PMT EBHP TH
(c. 1200 BCE) */LBHP/ *[LBHP] */EBHP/* [TH/* *[TH]
(c. 400-300 BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE) (c. 850 CE)
PCus 2ms. ['taqtul/ ['taqtul/ > /'tiqtul/ '7'me
ftig'tol/ ftig'tol/
[tig'to:l]
Imperative 2ms. /'qutul/ > /qu'tul/ > /q'tol/ '7bp
/q'tul/20 /ge'tol/
/'qutul/ ' '
[go'tul]? [qa'tol? [ge'to:]]
[qu'tul]? [q6'tolP
Imperative 2ms. /qutul/ I'qutul/ > /qut'V/ [qot'Iv/ "7'09
pronominal state [qut'V]? [qo 'V]? /qot'IV/ [got'IV]
Iq'to:l/ Sop
/'qutulu/ > lqu'to:l/ > /q'to:l/ -
o , B /ge'tol/
/qu'tulu/ [ga'to:l]? [quto:l]? (e'torl]
(abs. state) [qo'to:l]? et
Infinitive Fqutulu/> Jqu'tyll > /qut'k/ fautv-/ L
Construct fqutulu/ [qut'V-]? [qo 'N-]? /qQt'IV/ [qot'IV]
(pronominal state) T
/qtol/ Sop
/qutul/ > /qtul/ / t. v
/qu tul/ 9,10
qu.v [a,1u1]? [qu ul]? )
(constr. state) . [qe'to;l]
[ga,to 1?do,to]P '
Infinitive /ga'talu/ > /qa'tolu/ /qa'tol/ J— '71"09
qa:'tol
Absolute [ge'to:l] /ga'tol/ [go:'to:l]

N.b. Regarding the length of the EBHP vowels after second root consonant of the strong verb,

represented by séré and holem in TH -

a) The following clearly had long vowels following the second root consonant of the strong verb

in */EBHP/:

galinf. abs. and the inf. constr. in the absolute form;
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- hiphil SC, PC, a.p. and inf. constr.; and,
. the passive participles in general - ga/ (qa ti:l; qa'tu:l); njphal ( "niq ta:l); pual (“muqatia.l), hophal
(*muq ta:l).

b) It is very likely that in all other cases the vowel, if any, following the second root consonant

of the strong verb was short.

Table 34 - Common Stative and Similar Qal Verbs in TH Form'
Category Meaning SC22 PC2 Participle Infinitive
Characteristic vowel | (= adjective in Construct
ain absence of stative verbs)
proof to the contrary
Altributes to be good 1270 ap» ajv ajv
to be evil e Ay v
to be big, grow 513/ 513 513
(intransitive)
to be small ToR ToR
to be high n33 n3a3
to be low bay’ Haw’
to be strong Pm Pm
to be weak 57 ey
to be heavy T22% 722
to be light 5p 5 5P
to be far P pinm
to be close 2/ AW =\ plp)
to approach wi* vy
(defective
verb)
to adhere PAT/ PAT
to be pure phl” qinv
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Table 34 - Common Stative and Similar Qal Verbs in TH Form2t

Category Meaning SC22 PC2 Participle Infinitive
Characteristic vowel | (= adjective in Construct
ain absence of stative verbs)
proof to the contrary

to be impure NpL Riv
to be full Ryl )

Mental States to love ADR/2NN a8’
to desire van pan
to hate Ny
to fear \Y R
to dread* W M [3]
to tremble T T
to fear, tremble na
to forget nav */ nay

Physical States
to wear way / wah
(clothes)
to be sated paY / yav paY
to be hungry ay; apy
to be thirsty NpY Ry
to sleep Wt 248
to lie down, to 20V Y
be lying down
to become baw
childless

Miscellaneous to be able to =) Hav
to learn 'rr_n?
to die nn fakla)
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Table 34 - Common Stative and Similar Qal Verbs in TH Form'
Category Meaning SC22 PC2 Participle Infinitive
Characteristic vowel | (= adjective in Construct
ain absence of stative verbs)
proof to the contrary
to ask HRY
to inhabit 19V (pausal**) 1Y
(1%
to hear pnY (pausal
pRY)

Note the following quoted from JoUon-Muraoka 1991 (§112) -

Active verbs which have as stative or quasi-stative meaning are treated like stative verbs?>. They are
mainly verbs expressing a state of mind, e.g. fo hope:"1n™p / hope, I wait for Ps 130.5; *n%nin / hope Ps
130.5; Nnan /f waits Ps 33.20; 26mnoa / frust Ps 52.10; 56.5,12 etc.; *NnYp / abhor Gn 27.46; *noxn /
despise, reject with scorn Am 5.21; *m1na / choose, | prefer Ps 84.11; nn he has mercy Ps 103.13 (cf.
Zech 10.6); Job 3.26 (three perfects with similar meanings: / have no quiet, no peace, no resf). Note in
particular that the verb Yy in the sense of fo know s very often treated as a stative verb. In ordinary
prose / know /s nyT, you know nyT: (often nyT nnx), he knows YT (but more often y1™...), and rather
rarely V1. Likewise the verb 11 is treated like a stative verb, e.g. 11701 we rememberNu 11.5. The verb
Ty fo take one's stand, fo be in a standing position is treated like a stative verb when its meaning is
practiucally stativbe, e.g. in the formula 1"19% "Ny Wy mn—n by Yaweh the Living God whom /
servel 1Kg 17.118.15;2Kg 3.14;5.16. The perfect 2w fo sif down, be sitting has trhe meaning of present
stative in Ez 28.2; Lam 1.1.... In Nifal wed have e.g. Ez 26.19 121 1°X 'Y they (no longer) are inhabited.
[n. The verb 91 fo fallis also used with the stative meaning of fo have... fallen, fo be lying... not only in

the participle... but sometimes even in the finite tenses....]

2. Background on Biblical Hebrew Prefix Conjugation (Pc)?

Unlike the suffix conjugation conjugation which was nominal in origin, the prefix conjugation

(PC) was always verbal. As noted above, it also has one of the three primitive Semitic vowels

/al, lil, /lul between the second and third root consonant.
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The vowel following the prefix in pre-exilic Hebrew was also /a/, /i/ or /u/ depending on the

E-Book - History of the Ancient and Modern Hebrew Language by David Steinberg

verbal stem (binyan), linguistic period and, undoubtedly, dialect.

In the simple stem of Arabic dialects both vowels tend to shift or sometimes disappear e.g. "he

writes/will write"2s: Damascene byaktob, Gulf yaktib, Yemenite yuktub;, Tunesian Marazig yakto

b; Maltese yikfeb . The situation in Arabic probably reflects what one would have found among

the Canaanite languages and their, no doubt numerous dialects, in bronze and iron age

Phonecia, Philistia, Israel, Judah, Ammon, Edom, and Moab.

Table 35 - History of Stress and Pronunciation of the Hebrew Verb in the Prefix Conjugation2e

Verb Class *PH PMT EBHP PTH TH BHm
(c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400- */EBHP/* *[PTH/* *[PTH] [TH/* *[TH] [BHi] = [IH]
300 *[EBHP] (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE) (present)
BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
1. Strong Verbs
Qal
alu 1cs. PCimp [aktubu/30+ > | 2ANOX [?ak'tub/3® > 'ek'tob/32 anoy [ex'tov]
- "I write, will /'ak'tubu/ 1ik'tub/ [ex'tov] I'ek'tob/
write was [71k'tub]? [ex'tov]
writing" [Pek'tub]?
[71K'tdbl?
[7ek'tdbl?
1cs. PCeon /"aktuba/ > nanox | [Qak'tuba(z)/ > I'ekto'ba:/ NANIK [ext'va]
"Let me write" /7ak'tuba/ lik'tuba(z)/ I'ekto'ba/
[71k'tube]? [exta'va:]
[7ek'tsbe]?
[?1k'tdobg?
[Pek'tgobg?
2ms. PCimp 'taktubu/+ > Anon ftak'tub/ > /tik /tik'tob/ anon [tix'tov]
"You write, will /tak'tubu/ 'tub/ [tix'tov] ltik'tob/
write were [tk'tub]? [tix'to:v]
writing" [trk'tdbl?
2fs. PCimp /taktubizn(a)/ » | 227 /tak'tubi(:)/ Itikte'bi:/ "anan [tixt'vi:]
"You write, will Jtak'tubizn /33_ > /tik'tubi(:)/ (pausal Itikta'bi/ (pausal
write were [trk'tubi']? Mtik'to:biz/)34 [tixte'vi:] [tix'tovi])
writing" [tzk'tdob]? (pausal
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Table 35 - History of Stress and Pronunciation of the Hebrew Verb in the Prefix Conjugation2e

Verb Class *PH PMT EBHP PTH TH BHm
(c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400- */EBHP/* */PTH/* *[PTH] [TH/* *[TH] [BHi] = [IH]
300 *[EBHP] (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE) (present)
BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
2hon
Itik'tobi/)
[tix'torvi:]
2fs. PCimp /taktubizn(a)/ > | 12NN /taktu'bi:n/ > ftikta'bi:n/ Panan [tixt'vin]
paragogic nun /taktubizna/+ > [tiktu'bi:n/ Itikta'bin/
form , [trktubizn] ? [tixte'vizn]
, , /taktu'biina/ .
"You write, will - [tzkto'Bi:n]?
write were
writing"
3ms. 'yaktubu/+> ano? lyak'tub/ > lyik'tob/ any [yix'tov] ~
PCimp /yak'tubu/ lyik'tub/ [yix'tov] lyik'tob/ [ix'tov]
"He writes, will [y1k'tub]? [yix'to:v]
write, was [yik'tdbl?
writing"
3ms. ['yaSmuru/ > mee lyas$'mur/ > lyi$'mor/ nY? lyifmosy]
PCimp "He /yaS'muru/ lyiS'mur/ [yifmor] lyis'mor/ ~ [ifmoi]
guards, will [yr'mur]? [yirmo:r]
guard, was [yrf'modf
guarding"
ila 3ms. PCimp 'yakbadu/ > T lyik'bad/ lyik'bad/ Tax [ix'bad]
R "He will be lyik'badu/ [yik'bed] [yix'bad] lyik'bad/
heavy" [yix'be:d]
u/a 3ms. PCimp ['yagtanu/3s > P lyiq'tan/ lyiq'tan/ o [yik'tan] ~
o "He will be lyig'tanu/ [yig'ten] [yig'tan] lyiq'tan/ [ik'tan]
small" lvig'te:n]
a-iclass | 3ms. PCimp I'yawridu/ >
;stigal. "He goes /yaw'ridu/ > lya'rid/ > -
Most of the | down, will go /ya\A'/'Tldu/ > - /yl"l'ld/37 /yg"reg/ ye'red! [ye'sel]
original doTNn, was lya I'I.d u/36 [yr'rd]? [ye:'red] (ye:re:d]
verbsin | 9oing down® I'yawridu/ - [ye'md]?
this lya'ridu/
category 3ms. PCimp ['yawsibu/ > lyaw'Sib/ > g '
. . . ae, . [ye'fevl
assimilated | "He sits, will lyaw'Sibu/ lya'Sib > lye:'Seb/ lye'Seb/
[ye:fev]
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Table 35 - History of Stress and Pronunciation of the Hebrew Verb in the Prefix Conjugation2e

Verb Class *PH PMT EBHP PTH TH BHm
(c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400- */EBHP/* */PTH/* *[PTH] [TH/* *[TH] [BHi] = [IH]
300 *[EBHP] (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE) (present)
BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
to a/u-o lyi'Sib/38
paradigm [yr'fib]?
[yelib]?
sit, was sitting" lyaw'sib/ - lyé'seb/ [ye'fewv]
lyay'Sib/ [ye:'fev]
[yeyfib]?
[yeyib]?
3ms. PCimp lyaw'si?/ > lye:'sé/
"He goes out, lya'sit/ > [ye:'sel]
will go out, was lyi'si?/3
going out" [yr'si?]? [ye's1? 1 3°4
I'yawsi?u/ > . 1? lye'sel [ye'tse]
lyaw'situ/ " OR [ye:'se:]
lyaw'si?/ - lyé'sé/
lyay'si?/ [ye:'sel]
[yey's1?]?
[yey'st??]
3ms. PCimp lyaw'lik/ > lye'lek/
"He goes, will lya'lik/ > lyi'lik/40 [ye:'lex]
go, was going" [yr'lik]? [ye'lzk]? ?[,7’
['yawliku/ > OR o
. ™ ) lye'lek/ [ye'lex]
lyaw'liku/ lyaw'lik/ > lyé&'lek/ -
, N [ye:le:x]
lyay'lik/ [ye!'lex]
[yey'lik]?
[yey'lik]?
3ms. PCpret /(way)'yilik/ M /(way)'yilik/ /(way)'yelek/ ™™ [va'yelex] ~
(PCjus form [(wey)'y1lk]? [(way)'yelex] I(way)'yelek/ [vaye'lex]
simit) [(wey)'yzlek]? [(way)'ye:lex]+!
"He went"
3ms. PCimp ['yantinu/ > m? lyat'tin/ > lyit'ten/ m [yit'ten]
"He gives, will ['yattinu/ > lyit'tin/42 [yit'ten] lyit'ten/
give, was fyat'tinu/ [y1t'tn]? [yit'te:n]
giving" [yit'ten]?
3fs. PCimp ['taktubu/+ > anon /tak'tub/ > Itik'tob/ apon [tix'tov]
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Table 35 - History of Stress and Pronunciation of the Hebrew Verb in the Prefix Conjugation2e

Verb Class *PH PMT EBHP PTH TH BHm
(c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400- */EBHP/* */PTH/* *[PTH] [TH/* *[TH] [BHi] = [IH]
300 *[EBHP] (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE) (present)
BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
"She writes, /tak'tubu/ > ftik'tub/ [tix'tov] /tik'tob/
will write, was /tak'tub/ [tk'tub]? [tix'to:v]
writing" [trk'tdbl?
1cp. PCimp I'naktubu/+> Anoi /nak'tub/ > /nik'tob/ ap [niix'tov]
"We write, will /nak'tubu/ /nik'tub/ [nix'tov] Inik'tob/
write were [nik'tusb]? [nix'to:v]
writing" [nik'tgbl®
1cp. PCcoh ['naktuba/ > nanoil /nak'tuba(:)/ > /nikte'ba:/ nand; [nixt'val]
"Let's write" /nak'tuba/ > /nik'tuba(:)/ Inikto'bd/
/nak'tuba/ [nik'tsbe ]? [nixta'va:]
[nik'tgobg?
1cp. PCeon /'naSmura/ > nmel | /nasS'mura(z)/ > /niSma'ra:/ plalv! [nifm'sah
"Let's guard” /na8'murd/ /niS'mura(:)/ /niSma'ra/
[n'mure’]? [nifma'ro:]
[nZ'mQorg?
2mp. PCimp ftaktubln(a)/ » | 1AN2AN [/tak'tubu/ > Itikta'b/ miginlg [tixt'vu]
"You write, will /tak'tubtn/ Itik'tubd/ (pausal Itikte'bu/ (pausal
write, were [tzk'tsbu]? ftik'to:ba/) [tixta'vu:] ftik'tovu/)
writing" [tzk'tdoby? pausal
12hon
ftik'tobu/
[tix'to:vu:])
2mp. PCimp /taktubln(a)/ - | NANON /taktu'bin/> /tikta'bun/ Panan [tixt'vun]
paragogic nun /taktu'biina/43 [tiktu'ban/ Itikte'bun/
form [tzktu'bu:n]? [tixta'vu:n]
"You write, will [tzkto'bu:n]?
write, were
writing"
2fp. PCimp [taktubna/ > | MANON | jtak'tubna(:)/ > ltik'tobna:/ n3aRon [tix'tovna]
"You write, will /tak'tubna/ [tik'tubna(:)/ [tix'tovna:] Jtik'tobna/
write, were [trk'tubne]? [tix'torvno:]
writing" [tzk'tdbbe-]?
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Table 35 - History of Stress and Pronunciation of the Hebrew Verb in the Prefix Conjugation2e

Verb Class *PH PMT EBHP PTH TH BHm
(c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400- *|EBHP* *[PTH/* *[PTH] [TH/* *[TH] [BHi] = [IH]
300 *[EBHP] (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE) (present)
BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
3mp. PCimp # /yaktubln(a)/ » | 112" /yak'tubu/ > lyikta'ba/ 1ny [yixt'vu] ~
"They write, /tak'tubdn/ lyik'tubt/ (pausal lyikta'bu/ [ixt'vu] ~
will write, were [yik'tsbu-]? lyik'to:ba/) [yixte'vu:] [ixt'vu]
writing" [yik'tgobd? (pausal (pausal
Il oIy [yix'tovu] ~
lyik'tobu/ [ix'tovu] ~
[yix'to:vu:]) [ix'tovu])
3mp. PCimp /yaktubiin(a)/ - | Man>° /yaktu'ban/ > lyikta'bu:n/ pany [yixt'vun] ~
paragogic nun /yaktu'bina/ lyiktu'blin/45 lyikta'bun/ [ixt'vun] ~
form [yzktu'bu:n]? [yixta'vu:n] [ixt'vun]
"They write, [yikto'Bu:n]?
will write, were
writing"
3fp. ['yaktubna/ > | MANdN | jtak'tubna(:)/ > /tik'tobna:/ Ehimigin]g] [tix'tovna]
"They write, /tak'tubna/ [tik'tubna(:)/ [tix'tovna:] Itik'tobna/
will write, were [tik'tusbne]? [tix'torvno:]
writing" [tzk'tdbbe-]?
Hiphil
3ms. PCimp /yu'haktabu/ > amnot /yak'ti:b/ lyak'ti:b/ Ry [yax'tiv]
"He causes to /yahak'tabu/ [yek'ti:b] lyax'tib/
write, will [yex'ti:v]
cause to write,
was causing to
write,"
3ms. PCus /ya‘'haktab/ > ans? ['yaktib/ lyak'teb/ any [yax'tev]
"Let him cause ['yaktib/ ['yektib]? [yax'tev] lyak'teb/
to write" ['yekteb]? [yex'te:v]
Hophal
3ms. PCimp ['yuhaktabu/ > ans? /yuk'tab/ /yuk'tab/ any [yux'tav]
"He will be Jyuk'tabu/ [yuk'teb]? [yux'tev]? lyQk'tab/
made to write [yo %eb]? [yox'tev]? [yox'te:v]
etc."
Piel
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Table 35 - History of Stress and Pronunciation of the Hebrew Verb in the Prefix Conjugation2e

Verb Class *PH PMT EBHP PTH TH BHm
(c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400- */EBHP/* */PTH/* *[PTH] [TH/* *[TH] [BHH] = [IH]
300 *[EBHP] (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE) (present)
BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
3ms. PCimp lya'qattilu/ > v lyaqat'til/ /yaqat'tel/4” '7(_?,?: [yeka'tel]
lyaqatitilu/+é [yeqet'tl]? [yegat'tel] lyaqat'tel/
[yeqet'tel]? [yeqet'te:l]
Pual*®
3ms. PCimp /yu'quttalu/ > 0P /yuqut'tal/49 lysqut'tal/ '7‘:9?2 [yeku'tal]
lyuqut'talu/ [yuqut'tel]s [yaqut'tel] lysqut'tal/
[yaqut'te:l]
Hitpael
3ms. PCimp lyat'qattalu/ > oupne Jyitgat'til/>* lyitqat'tel/ '7(_?,?137 [yitga'tel]
lyatqattilu/? [yrtqet'tr]? [yitgat'tel] lyitqat'tel/
lyatqat'talu/? [yrtqet'tel]? [yitqet'te:l]
Niphal
3ms. PCimp /yan'qatilu/52 > v lyiqga'til/ lyiqqa:'tel/s3 '7(_?9? [yeka'tel]
lyanga'tilu/ > [yiqqa'trl]? [yigga:'tel] lyiqga'tel/
lyiqga'tilu/ [yiqqa'tel]? [yiqgo:'te:l]
2. Singly Weak Verbs
N"9 verbs>* ['ya’muru/ > mnxe /y&'mir/ ly6'mar/ NN [yo'mass]
Qal 3ms. Cimp ['yamuru/ > [yo:'m1r]? [yo:'mar] /yo'mar/
"He says/will ['ydbmuru/ > [yor'mer]? [yo:'me:r]
say" ['yémiru/ >
/y&'miru/
N"9 verbs ['ya’'mur/ > mnrM /(way)'yémir/ /(way)'yémer/ RN [(va)'yomel ]
Qal PCpret /'yamur/ > [(wey)'yo:m1r]? /(way)'yomer/
(PCimp form similar) /'yémur/ > [(wey)'msr]? [(way)'yo:msr]
3ms. /(way)'yémir/
"He said"
N"9 verbs ['ya’riku/ > e /ya’ri:k/ lya’'a'ri:k/ El [yaa'six]
Hiphil 3ms. fya’riku/ [ye"ri:k] lya’a'rik/
PCimp [ye'e'ri:x]
"He will
lengthen"
79 verbs Vyr? ['yayra?tu/ > X lytra?/ Iytra/ lyi'rd/ [i'vah
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E-Book - History of the Ancient and Modern Hebrew Language by David Steinberg

Table 35 - History of Stress and Pronunciation of the Hebrew Verb in the Prefix Conjugation2e

Verb Class *PH PMT EBHP PTH TH BHm
(c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400- *|EBHP* *[PTH/* *[PTH] [TH/* *[TH] [BHi] = [IH]
300 *[EBHP] (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE) (present)
BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
Qal PCimp ['yiyratu/ > [yi're?] [yi:'ro:]
3ms. "He l'yiratu/ >
fears/will fear" /yTra?u/
lyaw'Sib/ >
/ya'sib > lye:'Seb/
1”9 verbs 1yi'8ib/5s [ye:'fev] T
Qal3ms. PCimp ['yawsibu/ > [yr'fib]? [yrfeb]? i
L . aw : lye'seb/ [yefev]
"He sits, will /yaw'Sibu/ lyaw'Sib/ > -
sit, was sitting" lyay'Sib/ lyé'Seb/ Lye:Je:v]
[yeyib]? [ye:fev]
[yeyfeb]?
1" verbs awn
Qal PCoret l'yawsib/ > way)yaysib/ /(way)'yéSeb/ [(way)yeSeb/ [(va)'ye:fev] ~
{7 Torm simi) /(way)'yaysib/ nd ltwey) yeyJiol? [(way)'ye:je;] [(wey)ye:feb] [(va)ye:'fev]
3ms. [(wey)'yeyfeb]?
"He sat/dwelt"
1”9 verbs ['yawsibu/ > er lyaw'Si:b/ 1yd'Sizb/ i [yo'fiv]
Hiphil 3ms. lyaw'Si:bu/ [yaw'fib]? lyo'Sib/
PCimp [yo ib]? [yo:fiv]
"He makes
sit/will make
sit"
1”9 verbs /(way)'yawsib/ M /(way)'yawsib/ /(way)yo6'Seb/ awin [(va)yo'fev] ~
Hiphil 3ms. [(wey)'yewrb]? OR (way)yo'seb/ [(va)'yofev]
PCoret (PCus [(wey)yewsSeb]? | /(way)ybseb/ | [(wey)yo:fe:v]
form similar) OR
"He made 2win
sit/dwell" I(way)'yoSeb/
[(wey)'yo:feV]
1”9 verbs /yan'wasibu/ awnr lyawwa'sib/ lyiwwa:'Seb/ awy [iva'fev]
Niphal > [yawwa'Sibu/ [yewwe'fib]? [yiwwa:'fev] lyiwwé'Seb/
PCimp [yewwe'[eb]? [yiwwo:'fe:v]
3ms. Other

PCimp, infinitive
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E-Book - History of the Ancient and Modern Hebrew Language by David Steinberg

Table 35 - History of Stress and Pronunciation of the Hebrew Verb in the Prefix Conjugation2e

Verb Class *PH PMT EBHP PTH TH BHm
(c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400- */EBHP/* */PTH/ *[PTH] [THP *[TH] [BHw] = [IH]

300 *[EBHP] (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE) (present)
BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)

and part. forms

analogous.

"It will be

inhabited"

"9 verbs ['yiybaSu/ > wam /yTbas/ /yTbas/ wa» [i'balf]

Qal PCimp /yTbasu/ lyi’'bef] [yi:'baf] lyi'bag/

3ms. lyi:'ved]

Other perfect,

PCimp, infinitive

and part. forms

analogous.

"It will be dry"

"o verbs ['yiytabu/ > o™ lyTtab/ lyttab/ v [yitav]

Qal PCinp I'yitabu/ > [yiz'teb] [yi'tav] lyitab/

3ms. lyTtabu/ lyi‘'te:v]

Other perfect,

PCimp, infinitive

and part. forms

analogous.

"It will be good"

> lyay'ti:bu/ o Iyay'ti:b/ lyé'ti:b/ o) [ye'tiv]

Hiphil [yey'i:b]? Iye'tib/

PCinp [yey'ti:b]? [ye:'ti:v]

3ms.

Other perfect,

PCimp, infinitive

and part. forms

analogous.

"It will be done

well"

> /(way)'yaytib/ aum /(way)'yaytib/ /(way)'yéteb/ oy [(vay)'yetev] ~

Hiphil PCyret [(wey)yeytib? | [(way)yeitev] | /(way)yeteb/ | [(vay)yetev]

(PCus form [(wey)yeytib]? [(wey)'ye:tev]

similar) 3ms.

[(wey)'yeyteb]?
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E-Book - History of the Ancient and Modern Hebrew Language by David Steinberg

Table 35 - History of Stress and Pronunciation of the Hebrew Verb in the Prefix Conjugation2e

Verb Class *PH PMT EBHP PTH TH BHm
(c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400- */EBHP/ */PTH/* *[PTH] [TH/* *[TH] [BHm] = [IH]
300 *[EBHP] (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE) (present)
BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
"It was done [(wey)'yeyteb]?
well"
1"y Qal3ms. ['yaqwumu/ > D” lya'qam/ lya:'qu:m/ op? [ya'kum]
PCimp . Other lya'qimu/sé [ye'qu:m] lya'qum/
forms [yo:'quim]
analogous. "He
will stand up"
1"y Qal3ms. /(way)'yaqum/ oM /(way)'yaqum/ | /(way)'ya:qom/ opn [(va)'yakom] ~
PCorst (PCius [(wey)’yequm]? /(way)'yagom/ | [(va)ya'kam]
form similar). [(wey)'yeqo 1 [(wey)'ya:qom]
Other forms
analogous.
"He stood up"
1y Qal3ms. ['yasyimu/ > owr lya'sim/ lya:'sim/ ow [ya'sim]
PCimp lyas'yimu/ [ye'tiim] [ya:'sim] Iya'sim/
"He will put" [yo:'si:m]
vy Qal 3ms. /(way)'yasim/ oM /(way)'yasim/ /(way)'ya:sem/ own [(va)'yasem] ~
PCorst (PCius [(wey)yetim]? | [(way)yaisem] | /(way)yasem/ | [(va)ya'sem]
form similar). [(wey)'yetem]? [(wey)'yo:sem]
"He put"
n" Qal PCimp ["arsayu/ > XX lar'sé/ > ler'sé/ iah [er'tse]
1cs. [ar'sayu/ [ir 'sé/ l'er'se/
"l accept/will [1r'se:]? [er'se:]
accept" [er'se:]?
n" Qal3ms. l'yipnayu/ > nao? lyip'nay/ > lyip'ne:/ mno [ifng]
PCimp lyip'nayu/ lyip'né/ lyip'ne/
"He turns/will [yip'ne:] [yifne:]
turn"
Lamed-He /(way)'yipnay/ 19M /(way)'yipnay/ /(way)'yipen/ 1am [(va)yi:fen] ~
Qal PCpret > [(way)'yipn/ [(way)'yifen] /(way)'yipen/ [(va)'i:fen]
(PCjus form [(wey)'yipn]? [(way)'yi:fen]
similar) [(wey)'yzpan]?
3ms.
"He turned"
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E-Book - History of the Ancient and Modern Hebrew Language by David Steinberg

Table 35 - History of Stress and Pronunciation of the Hebrew Verb in the Prefix Conjugation2e

Verb Class *PH PMT EBHP PTH TH BHi
(c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400- */EBHP/* */PTH/* *[PTH] [TH/* *[TH] [BHH] = [IH]
300 *[EBHP] (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE) (present)
BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
n" Qal3ms. ['yarwayu/ > m° lyar'way/ - lyir'wi/ ny [yig'vu] ~ [ig'vu]
PCimp /yar'wayu/57 lyir'wi/ lyir'wu/
"They will be [yzr'wu:] [yir'wu:]
soaked"
Lamed-He /yarwa'yana/ ™ /yarwa'yan/ > lyirwa'yan/ n [yis'vun] ~
Qal3mp. PCimp lyirwa'ylin/58 lyirwa'yun/ [i'Vun])
paragogic nun [yrrwe'yu:n] [yirwa'yu:n]
form.
"They will be
soaked"
n"> Njphal/1cs. | /yan'rasiyu/ > n¥Ix lyarra'siy/ - lyeira:'sé/ e [ey dsg]
PCimp lyarra'siyu/ lyarra'sé/ > lyera'se/
"I will appear lyirra'sé/ [ye:ror'ser]
pleasing" [yirre'se:]
n"> Pie/ 3ms. /yu'galliyu/ > nox lyagal'liy/ - lygal'lé/ n',;?;j [yega'lé]
PCimp "He lya'galliyu/ > lyagal'le/ lyagal'le/
reveals/will /yagal'liyu/ [yegel'le:] [yayel'le:]
reveal"
Lamed-He /yu'galliy/ > oM /(way)ya'galliy/ /(wa)y'gal/ '7._1}1_ [(va)y'gall
Piel 3ms. /(way)ya'galliy/ > /(way)ya'gall/ [(wa)y'yal] /(wa)y'gal/
PCpret (PCius [(wey)ye'gell] [(we)y'ye:l]
form similar).
"He revealed"
Lamed- ['yaSallahu/ - now» /yasal'lin/ lysal'lah/%® n’7w’ [ysfa'lax]
Guttural /yasal'lihu/ [yefel'lh] [ysfal'lan] /yasal'lah/
Piel PCimp. [ysfel'le:h]
3ms.
"He wil send"”
2. Doubly Weak Verbs
m ['yantinu/ > m lyit'tin/ lyit'ten/ m [i'ten]
Qal3ms. PCimp lyat'tinu/ [yzt'tzn]? [yit'ten] lyit'ten/
"He wll give [yit'ten]? lyit'te:n]
etc"
X1 /ya'ba: 7u/ > N /ya'bo: /60 lya:'bo:/ N [ya'vo]
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E-Book - History of the Ancient and Modern Hebrew Language by David Steinberg

Table 35 - History of Stress and Pronunciation of the Hebrew Verb in the Prefix Conjugation2e

Verb Class *PH PMT EBHP PTH TH BHH
(c. 1200BCE) | (c. 400- */EBHP/* *[PTH/* *[PTH] [TH*[TH] [BHw] = [IH]

300 *[EBHP] (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE) (present)

BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
Qal3ms. PCimp /ya'bo:u/ [ye'bo:?] ly&'bo/
"He will enter [yor'vol]
etc."
X" "5 I'yiyratul > N IyTra?/ lytra:/ RY ['vah
Qal3ms. PCimp lytratu/ [yi:'re?] lyi'ré/
"He will fear" [yi:'ror]
n"> y"® I'yacsayu/ > ey lyac'$ay/ > lyaca'sé/ nww [yaa'sg]
Qal3ms. PCimp lyac'sayul lyac'sél > Jyic'$a/ [yaca'se:] lyaca'se/
"He will do [yrr'te:] [ye:cg'se:]
etc."
"™ Yo /(way)'yacsay/ wym | /(way)'yacsay/ > | /(way)'yacas/ o [(va)ya'as]
Qal 3ms. PCpret /(way)'yacs/ > [(way)'yacas] /(way)'yacas/
(PCius form /(way)'yic§/ [(wey)'ye:ces]
similar). [(wey)'yIC‘r]?
"He did" [(wey)yree 4]?
" v I'yacliyu/ > oy | fyacliyl > fyac'le/ lyac&'lé/ oy [yaa'le]
Hiphil 3ms. Jyacliyu/ [yecle:] [yaca'le:] lyaca'le/
PCimp [ye:e'lé:]
"He will raise
up etc."
" I'yihyayu/ > e lyah'yayu/ > lyih'yé/ mm [yi'ye] ~
Qal 3ms. PCimp lyih'yayu/ lyah'y&/ > lyin'ye/ [i'ye]
"He will be" OR lyin'y&/ [yih'ye:]

['yahyayu/ > [yih'ye:]
/yah'yayu/
/(way)'yahyay/
> /(way)'yahy/>
mn (way)'yihy/
Qal 3ms. PCpret I(wey)'yehiy/ jo!
(PClus form /(way)'yihyay/ M (EBHP/?) > /(way)ya'hi:/ /(wa)y'hi/ [(wa)y"i]
similar). /(way)'yahi/ [(we)y'hi:]
"He was" (/EBHP/?) >
I(way)yihi/
(/EBHP/?)6
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E-Book - History of the Ancient and Modern Hebrew Language by David Steinberg

Table 35 - History of Stress and Pronunciation of the Hebrew Verb in the Prefix Conjugation2e

Verb Class *PH PMT EBHP PTH TH BHix
(c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400- */EBHP/* */PTH/* *[PTH] [TH/* *[TH] [BHm] = [IH]
300 *[EBHP] (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE) (present)
BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
/(way)'yahyay/
> /(way)'yihy/
(/EBHP/?)

[(wey)'yihy]?

[(wey)'yzhiy]?

> /(way)'yihiy/

(/EBHP/?) >
[(way)'yihi/
(/EBHP/?)

A" 179 /(way)ya'rik/ | XM /(way)'ya'rik/ | /(way)ya'a'rek/ TIRN [(va)ya.a'yex]
Hiphil PCpret [(wey)'ye'rik]? | [(way)ya'a'rex] | /(way)ya'a'rek/
(PCjus form same) [(wey)'ye’rek]? [(wey)ye:'&'re:x]
3ms. "He
lengthened"
n"™ 1" I'yankiyu/ > no lyak'kiy/ > lyak'ké/ ny [ya'ke]
Hiphil 3ms. lyak'Kiyu/ lyak'ké/ lyak'ke/
PCimp [yek'ke:] [yek'ke:]
"He strikes
down/will strike
down"
n"™ 1" ['yankiy/ > ™ /(way)'yakk/ I(way)'yak/ ™ [(va)'yax]
Hiphil 3ms. /(way)'yakkiy/ [(wey)'yekk] /(way)'yak/
PCpret (PCius [(wey)'ye:x]
form similar)
."He struck
down"
X" 1”9 I'yinsa?u/ > N lyis'sal lyis'sal Y [i'sa]
Qal 3ms. lyi§'satu/ [y1s'se?] lyis'sa/
PCimp. lyis'so:]
"He carries/will
carry"
"2 l'yigra’u/ > XA lyig'ra’/ lyiq'ra/ N [ik'vah
Qal 3ms. lyig'ra’u/ [y1q're’] lyiq'ra/
PCinp. lyiq'ro]
"He calls
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Table 35 - History of Stress and Pronunciation of the Hebrew Verb in the Prefix Conjugation2e

Verb Class *PH PMT EBHP PTH TH BHi
(c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400- */EBHP/ */PTH/ *[PTH] [TH* *[TH] [BHw] = [IH]
300 *[EBHP] (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE) (present)
BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)

outs/will call

out"

Pe-Gutteral ['yaclayu/ > R% lyac'lay/ lyaca'le/ n'__?;gj [yaa'le]

and Lamed He lyac'layu/ > Jyac'lé/ [yeca'le:] lyacd'le/

Hiphil 3ms. [yec'le:] [ye:ce'le:]

PCimp

"He brings

up/will bring

up, was

bringing up "

n" y"o /(way)'yaclay/ WM | [(way)yaclay/ > | /(way)'yacal/ Hu [(va)'ya.al]

Hiphil 3ms. /(way)'yacl/ [(way)'yacal] /(way)'yacal/

Plorst (Pis [(wey)yed] [(wey)ye:cel]

form similar).

"Let him bring

up"

3. Irregular Verbs

N I'yawliku/ > ata lya'lik/ > lye:'lek/ T [ye'lex]

Qal 3ms. lya'liku/ lyi'lik/ [ye:'lex] lye'lek/

PCimp. [yr'lk]? [ye:'le:x]

"He goes, will [ye'lzk]?

go, was going"

N I'yawlik/ > ™ /(way)'yalik/ > /(way)'yelek/ ™™ [(va)'yelex]

3ms. PCret /(way)'yalik/ /(way)'yilik/62 [(way)'yelex] /(way)'yelek/

(PClus form [(wey)'y1lzk]? [(wey) 'ye:lex]

similar). [(wey)'}[llsk]?

"He went"

3. Background on Biblical Hebrew Suffix Conjugation (traditional "perfect")

The suffix conjugation was originally a declined adjectivess that enlarged its original

signification (e.g. "l am good") to include the state of having completed intransitive and

31



http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#PH
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#PMT
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#EBHphonem
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#EBHphonem_plus
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#EBHphonetic
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#PTH
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#PTHphonem_plus
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia#THphonem
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#PTHphonetic
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#TH
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#THphonem
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#THphonetic
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#BHIH
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#BHIH
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#IHphonetic
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_tequ.htm#pretonic

E-Book - History of the Ancient and Modern Hebrew Language by David Steinberg

transitive actions eventually replacing the old preterite (PCyre). In BH, the “waw conversive” of

the SC assumes the range of meanings of the PC imperfect (PCimp).

Table 36 - History of Stress and Pronunciation of the Hebrew Verb in the SCs

Verb *PH PMT EBHP PTH TH BHm
Class (c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400-300 */EBHP/+65 */PTH/* *[PTH] [TH *[TH] [BH] = [IH]
BCE) EBHP] 66 (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE) (present)
(c. 850-550 BCE)
a-u 1cs. 'katabku/ > "nans /ka'tabti/ /ka:'tabtV/ nana [ka'tavti]
"l wrote" ['katabtu/+ > [ke'tebti’] [ka:'Bavti:] /k&'tabti/
(= suffix V, [ko:'Be:vtiz]
verbal object
suffix /ni/, and
possibly
independant
pronoun 1cs.)
/ka'tabtl/
i-a 1cs. ['$abicku/ > myav /$a'basti(:)/ /$a:'basti:/ npav [sa'vati]
"l am/was ['§abictu / > [te'becti'] [sa:'vacti:] /$&'bacti/
sated" /$a'bicti/67 > [so:'ve:ctiz]
/$a'bacti/
u-a 1cs. /'qatunku/ > "niop /ga'tunti(:)/ /qa:'tonti:/ IO [ka'tonti]
"l am/was ['qatuntu/ > [qe'tunti']? [ga:'tonti:] /ga'tonti/
small" /qa'tunti/es [qge'tontir]? [go:'to:nti:]
a-u 2ms. ['katabta/+> nano /ka'tabta(:)/69 /ka:'tabta:/ nans [ka'tavta]
"You wrote" /ka'tabta/ [ke'tebte’] [ka_:'éa:/ta:] /k&'tabta/
[ko:'Be:vtor]
i-a "you ['Saminta/ > nmny /Sa'manta(:)/ /Sa'manta:/ nnw [[a'manta]
are/were fat" /$a'minta/ > [[e'mente’] [Ja:'manta:] /3a'manta/
/Sa'manta/7° [fo:'me:nto:]
a-u 2fs. 'katabti/+> nano /ka'tabti(z)/ > /ka:'tabt/ nans [ka'tavt]
"You wrote" /ka'tabti/"! /ka'tabt/ /k&'tabt/
[ke'tebt] [ko:'Gevt]
3ms. I'kataba/+ > ano /ka'tab/"? /ka:'tab/ ana [ka'tav]
"He wrote" /ka'taba/ [ke'teb] [ka:'6av] /ka'tab/
[ko:'Be:v]
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Table 36 - History of Stress and Pronunciation of the Hebrew Verb in the SCs

Verb *PH PMT EBHP PTH TH BHm
Class (c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400-300 */EBHP/5 */PTH/* *[PTH] [TH/* *[TH] [BHi] = [IH]
BCE) TEBHPY 66 (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE) (present)
(c. 850-550 BCE)
i-a 3ms. I'kabida/ > T /ka'bid/ /ka:'bed/ 732 [ka'ved]
"He was /ka'bida/ [ke'bid]? [ka:'bed] /k&'bed/
heavy" [ke'bed]? [ko:'ve:d]
u-a 3ms. ['qatuna/ > 102 /ga'tun/73 /ga:'ton/ op [ka'ton]
"He is/was /qa'tuna/ [qe'tun]? [ga:'ton] /qa'ton/
small" [qe'tont? [go:'to:n]
a-u 3fs. 'katabat/+> nano /ka'taba/7s /ka:te'bd/ nana [kat'va]
"She wrote" /ka'tabat/™ [ke'tebe’] /kat'ba/
[ko:Ba'va:]
i-a 3fs. I'kabidat/ > 113 /ka'bida/ /ka:ba'da/ n732 [kav'da]
"She was /ka'bidat/® [ke'brde]? /kéboe'da/
heavy" [ke'bede’]? [ko:ve'do:]
a-u 1cp. I'katabna/+ (= 1ano /ka'tabni/ /ka:'tabn/ 11an32 [ka'tavnu]
"We wrote" independent [ke'tebnu-] [ka:'@avnii] /k&'tabnu/
pronoun
Cajnahnd and [ko:r'Ge:vnu:]
the subject suffix
-na) /ka'tabnd/
2mp. /katab'tumu/> DNano /katab'tim/ /kstab'tem/ onana [ketav'tem]
"You wrote" /katab'tima/ [keteb'tim]? [keBav'tem] Ikatab'tem/
[keteb'tem]? [keBev'te:m]
2fp. ['’katabtinna/ 1nans /katab'tin/ /ketab'ten/ 1pan3 [ketav'ten]
"You wrote" > [keteb'tin]? [keBav'ten] Ikatab'ten/
/katab'tinna/ [keteb'ten]? [kaBev'te:n]
3mp. I'katabd/ > 1no /ka'tabu/ /ka:te'bu/ 1an2 [kat'vu]
"they wrote" /ka'tab/7 [ke'tebu’] /kéta'bu/
[ko:Ba'vu:]
i-a 3mp. I'’kabidu/ > T /ka'bidd/ /ka:ba'dl/ 1732 [kav'du]
"They were /ka'bidd/ > [ke'brdu’] /kéba'du/
heavy" /ka'bidu/78 [ko:va'du]
Niphal ['nakatibd/ > 12n31 /nak'tibd/ > /nikte'bd/ fmiginh [nixt'vu]
3mp. "They /naka'tibu/ /nik'tabu/ Inikta'bu/
were written" [nIk'tebu] [nixte'vu:]
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Table 36 - History of Stress and Pronunciation of the Hebrew Verb in the SCs

Verb *PH PMT EBHP PTH TH BHm
Class (c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400-300 */EBHP/5 */PTH/* *[PTH] [TH *[TH] [BHH] = [IH]
BCE) TEBHPY 66 (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE) (present)
(c. 850-550 BCE)
Piel 'kattaba/7® > ans /kit'tib/80 Ikit'teb/8t ana [ki'tev]
3ms. "He /kat'taba/ > [k1t'tzb]? [kit'tev] Ikit'teb/
wrote /kat'tiba/ [k1t'teb]? [kit'te:v]
constantly"
Pual I'kuttiba/ - ano /kut'tab/ /kut'tab/ ana [ku'tav]
3ms. /kut'taba/ [kut'teb] /kut'tab/
[kut'te:v]
Hithpiel /hit'kattaba/ anonin /hitkat'tib/ /hitkat'teb/ anonn [hitka'tev] ~
3ms. OR [h1tket'tzb]? [hitkat'tev] /hitkat'teb/ [titka'tev] ~
/hit’kattaba/ [hrtket'teb]? [hitket'te:v] [itka'tev]
- /hitkat'tiba/
hiphif- 3ms. I'haktaba/ > non /hik'ti:b/e2 /hik'tizb/ =y Iy [hix'tiv] ~
"He caused /hak'taba/ > [hik'ti:b] /hik'tib/ [Pix'tiv] ~
to write" /hik'taba/ > [hix'ti:v] [ix'tiv]
/hik'tiba/ >
/hik'ti:ba/
" ['‘hawaya/? i /ha'yay/ > /ha:'ya/ mo [ha'ya] ~
31 (m.s.) I'hayayal? /ha'ya/ss Ih&'ya/ [?a'ya] ~
"He was" [he'ye:] [ho:'ya:] [a'ya]
" ['hayiyta/ > nmn /ha'yita(:)/ /hat'yita:/ n"a [ha'yita] ~
2ms. /ha'yiyta/ > [he'yi:te'] /ha'yita/ [?a'yita] ~
"You were" Iha'yita/ [ho:'yi:60:] [@'yita]
" ['hayayat/ > e /ha'yat/ = /hatye'ta:/ oo [hay'ta] ~
3fs. /ha'yayat/ > (epigraphic /ha'yata(:)/ /hays'ta/ [?ay'ta] ~
"She was" /ha'yat/ ) [he'yete'] [ho:ys'8a:] [ay'ta]
(JEH *Iha'ya:t/)
m I'natanta/ > nni /na'tatta(:)/ /na:'tatta:/ nnnl [na'tata]
2ms. Ina'tatta/ [ne'tette’] [na:'Oatta:] In&'tatta/
"You gave” [no:'Be:tto:]
a-i m I'natanti/ > nni /na'tat(t)/ /na:'tat/ nni [na'tata]
2fs. Ina'tatti/ [ne'tett] /na'tat/s4
"You gave” [no:'Be:t]
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Table 36 - History of Stress and Pronunciation of the Hebrew Verb in the SCs

Verb *PH PMT EBHP PTH TH BHm
Class (c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400-300 */EBHP/5 *[PTH/* *[PTH] [TH/* *[TH] [BHi] = [IH]
BCE) TEBHPY 66 (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE) (present)
(c. 850-550 BCE)
llI-Guttural /Sil'lah/85 nyw [i'lax]
Piel 3ms. [il'lah] /8il'lah/
"He sent" [l'te:h]
(contextual) ['Sallaha/ » [Sil'lih/
nSw
llI-Guttural /8illiha/ [il'lzh] /5il'le:ah/86 now [fil'le.ax]
3ms. "He /Sil'leah/
sent" [il'le:en]
(pausal)
lI-Guttural /Sa:'mac/ ynw [Ja'ma]
Qal 3ms. /$a'mic/ /$&'mac/
"He heard" [fe'mif§]? [for'me:q]
contextual /'S8amica/ > o OR
I11-Guttural /$a'mica/ Jsa'mac) /8a:'me:ac/s? v [fa'me.a]
3ms. [e'meS] /$&'meac/
"He heard" o me:ef]
pausal
n"> originally ['galawu:/ N2 /ga'lay/ > /ga:'lal n'g;; [ga'la]
1Y verbs- /ga'la/ /ga'la/
3ms.% [ge’le:] [go:'lo]
"He went into
exile"
n"> originally /'banaya/ > 3 /ba'nay/ > /ba:'néd/ nia [ba'na]
"5 verbs- /ba'naya/ /ba'na/ /ba'na/
3ms. [be'ne:] [bo:'na:]
"He built"
n" originally | /banayat/ > nnia /ba'nata(:)/ /ba:na'ta:/ nnia [ban'ta]
Y verbs- /ba'nayat/ > [be'nete’] Iban'ta/
3fs."she built" | /ba'nata(:)/ [bo:na'8a:]
n"» verbs ['natayu/ > nhol /na'titi(:)/8® /naz'titi(:)/ ol [na'titi]
1cs. ['nataytu/ > [ne'ti:ti-] /na'titi/
Other forms /na'tayti/ > [no:'ti:Bi:]
analogous /na'titi/
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Table 36 - History of Stress and Pronunciation of the Hebrew Verb in the SCs

Verb *PH PMT EBHP PTH TH BHm
Class (c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400-300 */EBHP/+65 */PTH/* *[PTH] [TH *[TH] [BH] = [IH]
BCE) TEBHPY 66 (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE) (present)
(c. 850-550 BCE)
"l leaned" /ba’niyku/ > mn /ba'niti(:)/ /ba:'niti:/ mia [ba'niti]
/ba'niytu/ > [be'ni:ti'] /ba&'niti/
/ba'niyti/ > [bo:'ni:6i:]
/ba'niti/
n" verbs /ba’niynu/ > ma /ba'nind/ /ba:'nind/ 1173 [ba'ninu]
1cp. Other /ba’niynud/ > [be'ni:nu’] /ba'ninu/
forms /ba'nind/ [bor'niznus]
analogous
"We built"
XY verbs ['qarata/ > xXp /qa'ra?/ /qa:'ra/ NP [ka'ra]
3ms.%0 /qa'ra?al [qe're?] /qa'ra/
"He called" [go:'ror]
X" verbs ['baratta/ > nx1a /be'rette(:)/ /ba:'rata:/ nRIa [ba'rata]
2ms. /ba'rata/ [be'rete’] /ba'rata/
"You created" [bo:'ro:tor]
verbs 1"y *"y I'qa(z)mti/ nnp I'qa(:)mti(:)/ I'qa:mtiz/ R ['kamti]
1cs. ['qa:mti]? /'qamti/
Other forms ['qemti-]? ['qo:mti:]
analogous
"l stood up"
n"> verbs ['sawwayta/ > nms /saw'wata(:)/ > Isiwwe'ta:/ ooy [tsiv'ta]
2fs. "You /saw'wiyta/ > /siw'wata(:)/ Isiwwa'ta/
commanded" /saw'wata/ [stw'wete’] [siwwa'0a:]
1" verbs I'hawsSaba/ > AN /haw'8i:b/o" /hé'Si:b/ Win [ho'fiv] ~
3ms. /haw'Siba/ [hew'fi:b]? /ho'8ib/ [70fiv] ~
Other forms [how'fi:b]? [ho:fi:v] [o'fiv]
analogous
"He caused
to sit/dwell"
"o verbs /hay'ti:ba/ ot /hay'ti:b/ /hé'ti:b/ a0 [he'tiv] ~
3ms. Other [hey'ti:b]? Ihe'tib/ [te'tiv] ~
SC, PC, [hey'ti:b]? [he:'ti:v] [€'tiv]
infinitive and
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E-Book - History of the Ancient and Modern Hebrew Language by David Steinberg

Table 36 - History of Stress and Pronunciation of the Hebrew Verb in the SCs

Verb *PH PMT EBHP PTH TH BHm
Class (c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400-300 */EBHP/+65 */PTH/ *[PTH] [THH *[TH] [BHm] = [IH]
BCE) TEBHPY 66 (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE) (present)
(c. 850-550 BCE)

part. forms
analogous
"He did well"
N> verbs I'hapla?a/> N*O9N /hip'li:?/ /hip'liz/ 8"?9?‘ [hif'li] ~
3ms."He did /hap'lita/ [h1p'li:?] /hip'li/ [7if'li] ~
wonders" [hif'li:] [if'li]
"9 originally | /'huwsSaba/ > awn /h0'Sab/ /hi'S8ab/ aw:an [hu'fav] ~
1o verbs /hi'Saba/ [hu:'feb] [hu:'fav] /hu'sab/ [2ufav] ~
3ms. "It was [hu:'fe:v] [ufav]
brought
back"
o originally ['huwradu/ > TN /hQ'radd/ /hare'du/ TN [hur'du] ~
1"9 verbs /hi'radd/ [hu:'redu’] /hura'du/ [?ur'du] ~
3mp. "They [hu:zre'du:] [ur'du]
were brought
down"
1”9 verbs I'nawsSaba/ v /naw'Sab/ /n6'Sab/ ayis [no'fav]
3ms. Other [new'feb]? [no:'fav] Ino'sab/
SC, PC, [no vfeb]? [no:'fe:v]
infinitive and
part. forms
analogous.
"It was
inhabited"
X2 verbs /'namsa?a/ /nam'sa?/ > /nim'sa/ N¥1 [nim'tsa]
3ms. "It was /nim'sa?/ /nim's&/
found" [nIm'se?] [nim'so:]

4. Participles, Imperatives and Infinitives
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E-Book - History of the Ancient and Modern Hebrew Language by David Steinberg

Table 37 - History of Stress and Pronunciation of the Hebrew Imperatives, Participles and Infinitives

*PH PMT EBHP PTH TH BHi1
(c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400-300 */[EBHP/+ *[EBHP] */PTH/* *[PTH] [THF *[TH] [BH] = [IH]
BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE) (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE) (present)
Imperative
Qal (a-u class)
/'qutul/ > /qu'tul/ >
/q'tul/e2 .
at Sp
Ms. /'qutul/ Sup [q'tul]? [ga'tul]? /ga'tol/*4 ) [K'tol]
o . . Iqe'toll [ge'torl]
[a'toli? [qe'tolj?
[qU'tul] 7% [q6'tolP
Form 1.
Ms. with
. /qet'la:/ n'gop
Paragogic By )
Form 1. lqot'la/ [kot'la]
hefPs /qu'tula(z)/ > /q'tula(:)/ ,
) /qet'la:/ > [got'lo:]
contextual /qu'tuld/ nbup% [q'tule]? [ge'tule’]? Jaitlay
- qit'la:
[qu'tule-]? :
Ms. with A nYop
Paragogic heh /ge'to:la:/®7 /ga'told/ [K'tola]
pausal [ge'to:lo]
0P
Fs. - ) -
L Iqit'liz/ Iqit'li/ [kit'li]
contextual fqu'tuli(z)/ > /q'tuli(z)/ T (it
it'li:
/qu'tuli/ “op [q'tuli-]? [ge'tuli]? q:
L Hop
Fs. [qUtuli-]? -
Iga'torliz/ Iga'toli/ [k'toli]
ausal )
[ge'toliz]
Hop
Mp. contextual {qit'la/ /qit'lu/ [Kit'lu]
/qu'tuld/ > /q'tulG/ee fqitiu:]
it'lu:
/qu'tuld/ Hop [q'tulu]? [ge'tulu-]? d -
y Pop
Mp. [qu'tslu-]? :
Ige'to:ld/ Ige'tolu/ [k'tolu]
pausal
[ga'to:luz])
/qu'tulna(:)/ >
qu'tulna(z) mabbo
. /ga'tulna(:)/ o
Fp. /qu'tubna/ mboup /ga'to:lna:/ /ga'tolna/ [k'tolna]
[ga'tulne]? )
[ge'to:lnor]

[qu'tulne’]?
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E-Book - History of the Ancient and Modern Hebrew Language by David Steinberg

Table 37 - History of Stress and Pronunciation of the Hebrew Imperatives, Participles and Infinitives

*PH PMT EBHP PTH TH BHi1
(c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400-300 */[EBHP/+ *[EBHP] */PTH/* *[PTH] [THF *[TH] [BH] = [IH]
BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE) (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE) (present)
Qal (a-i class)
n
. I'tin/ I'ten/
['nitin/ > /'tin/ m ['ten/ ’ ['ten]
['tn]? ['ten]? *['te:n]
™
Ms. N ) ['rid/
['yirid/ > ['rid/ m I'red/ 'red/ ['wedil
['r2d]? ['red]? - -
['re:6]
1
. ) 'lik/ 74
['hilik/ > ['ik/ Bp) 'lek/ I'lek/ ['lex]
['lk]? ['lek]? - i
[le:x]
nan
Ms. with I'nitnd/ > /'tina/ [tina(z)/ ’
) - - nn /te'na:/ [te'ne:] [t'na]
Paragogic heh [tne’]
pausal 70
[tini(z)/ [ta'ni:]
Fs. 'nitini/ > /'tini/ "n ['tzni’] /ta'ni:/ pausal [t'ni]
un
['teni:]
un
['tind/ [ta'nu:]
Mp. /ni'tind/ > /'tinG/ hipl ['tznu’] /te'nd/ pausal [t'nu]
nn
[tenu:]
/ni'tinnd/ > [tinna(:)/ 13N
Fp. - fpkhipl [tenna:/ ) ['tena]
/'tinn&/ ['tznne’] ['tenno:]
Qal (i-a class)
['kabad/ >
132
/K'bad/ ’
Ms. ['kabad/ 72D /ka'bad/ /ka'bad/ [k'vad]
[ke'bed]? - - =
. [ka'ved]
[ke'bed]?
Fs. /ka'badi/ 72D /ka'badi:/ > /k'badi:/ /kib'di/ 122 [kiv'di]
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E-Book - History of the Ancient and Modern Hebrew Language by David Steinberg

Table 37 - History of Stress and Pronunciation of the Hebrew Imperatives, Participles and Infinitives

*PH PMT EBHP PTH TH BHiH
(c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400-300 */EBHP/* *[EBHP] */PTH/* *[PTH] [THF *[TH] [BH] = [IH]
BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE) (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE) (present)
[ke'bedi']? /kib'di/
[ke'bedi']? [kiv'di:]
1722
/ka'badu:/ > /k'badu:/ :
_ - /kib'du/ .
Mp. /ka'badu/ 172D [ke'bedu-]? /kib'da/ k_—g [kiv'du]
iv'éu:
[ke'bedu-]? [ !
/ka'badna(:)/ >
by =i
B /K'badna(:)/ TR
Fp. /ka'badna/ MTad /ka'badna:/ /ke'badna/ [k'vadna]
- [ke'bedne’]? - - =
. [ka'vedno:]
[ké'bedne’]?
Piel
2L
. . /pal'lit/ /pal'let/*®
Masc. sing. ‘pallat > /pal'lit/ bplo) /pal'let/ [pa'let]
[pel'lxt] [pallet] "
[pelle:t]
Hiphil
/haq'bir/ [apo
. . /haqg'ber/ ’
Masc. sing. /haq'bir/ 1apn [heqg'brr]? thagtber] /haq'ber/ [hak'beik]
- aq'ber
[heqg'ber]? [heqg'be:r]
Weak Verbs
oIp
"'y qal
(ms.) /'qu:m/ Dp /'qu:m/ /'qu:m/ I'qum/ ['kum]
ms.
['qu:m]
1"y qgal np
. B l'qu:ma(:)/
(ms. Paragogic /'qu:ma/ nmp ke : /'qu:maz/ /'quma/ ['ku:ma]
u:me
heh) ['kfu:mo:]
34°4]
I'masa’/ > /ma'sa?/ /ma'sé/ i
N" gal (ms.) N8N - /ma'sd/ [ma'tsal
ma'sa? [me'se?] [ma'sa:]
[ma'sor]
) o e nnw
/Sa'tay/ > /sa'té/ /5o'té/ o
n" gal (ms.) L nnY . /So'te/ ['fte]
/sa'té/ [[e'te:] [fe'Ge] R
[fe'Be:]
v"o 0" qgal [ca'say/ > nwy [ca'sé/ [ca'éé/ nwy [a'sg]
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E-Book - History of the Ancient and Modern Hebrew Language by David Steinberg

Table 37 - History of Stress and Pronunciation of the Hebrew Imperatives, Participles and Infinitives

*PH PMT EBHP PTH TH BHix
(c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400-300 */[EBHP/+ *[EBHP] */PTH/* *[PTH] [THF *[TH] [BH] = [IH]
BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE) (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE) (present)
(ms.) [ca'§é/ [ce'te:] [cd'se:] [ca'se/
[ce'se:]
7
N"9"n"> qgal /ra'tay/ > fra"?é/ ro"7é/ '
" nx ro'?e/ v 2]
(ms.) /ra"é/ [re'?e:] [ra'?e:]
[ro'?e:]
i
/ha'yay/ > /ha'yé/ /hé'yé/ "
N ga/(m.s.) R o . /hE'ye/ [€'ye]
/ha'yé/ [he'ye:] [hé'ye:]
[he'ye:]

Participle (for the strong verbs follow these links - qal; qal-stative; niphal; piel; pual; hithpael; hophal)

Qal
Weak Verbs
n - oR
Ms. I'gédmu/ or I'gam/ A d
op I'qam/ I'qadm/ [kam]
verbs 1"y "y I'qamu/ ['ga:m] ,
['go:m]
Qal Passive
S0P
/gqa'tu:lu/ > /qa'tul/
Ms. %0p /qa:'tal/ /qa'tul/ [ka'tul]
/qa'tu:l/ [ge'tu:l] ’
[go:tu:l]
Weak Verbs
"H3
_ /ga'lay/ _ j
n" gal(ms.) /ga'layu/ Qb gyl /ga:'lay/ /ga'luy/ [ga'luy]
ge'luty
[go:'luy]
™o
/ga'luzyatu/ > /galu:'ya/ R T
n" qal (fs.) RP)! /galu:'ya/ /gelu'ya/ [glu'ya]
/galu:'yatu/ [gelu:'ye:]
[gelu:'ya:]
Hiphil
: rapn
/mu‘hagbiru/ > /magq'bi:r/ . ) .
Ms. ) "apn ) /magq'bi:r/ /magq'bir/ [mak'biy]
/muhaq'biru/ [meq'bi:f]
[meq'bi:f]
/muhagq'biratu/ . 17apn
/maqbi:'ra/ . T _
Fs. Form 1 > n"apn . /maqgbi:'rd/ /maqgbi'ra/ [makbi'sagh
. [meqgbi:'re:]
/muhaqgbi'ratu [meqgbi:'ro:]
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E-Book - History of the Ancient and Modern Hebrew Language by David Steinberg

Table 37 - History of Stress and Pronunciation of the Hebrew Imperatives, Participles and Infinitives

*PH PMT EBHP PTH TH BHix
(c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400-300 */[EBHP/+ *[EBHP] */PTH/* *[PTH] [THF *[TH] [BH] = [IH]
BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE) (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE) (present)
napn
Fs. /muhaq'biratu/ /magq'birt/ /magq'beret/ o
) nlapn R /magq'beret/ [mak'bey €t]
Form 2 > /muhaq'birtu [meq'birt] [maqg'bered] B
[meq'be:re0]
Weak Verbs
: . - "
"o verbs /'mayniqu/ > /may'ni.q/ /mé'ni:q/ .
. "N . . ) /me'nig/ [me'nik]
Ms. /may'niqu/ [mey'ni:q]? [mey'ni:q]? [me:'ni:q]
[me:'ni:q]
'\"y and 1"y . D,pm
o /mi'qim/100 /me'qgim/ .
verbs /mi‘qimu/ o'pn . . . /me'qim/ [me'kim]
[m1'qi:m]? [me'gi:m]? [me'qi:m]
Ms. [me:'qizm]
Hophal
Weak Verbs
Pe-Yod Lamed | ['muwdactu/ > ) . nuTIn
R - /mi'dast/ /mi‘dacat/
-Gutteral verbs /'madactu/ > nymn - " /mu'dacat/ [mu'da.at]
- [mu:'dest] [mu:'éacab] - -
Fs. /ma'dactu/ [mu:'ée:ced]
Infinitive Construct
Qal /qu'to:l/1o1 > /q(e)'to:l/ '7bp [K'tol]
I'qutulu/ > /q'to:l/ /ga'tol/
/qu'tulu/ [ga'to:l]? [ga'to:l]
(abs. state) [quto:l]?
[go'to:l]?
/'qutulu/ > /qut'l-/ “50p [kot'l-]
/ t_I/ futul/> [qut'l-]? o ( [kot'li])
u'tulu ut'l-]" /got'l-/ e.g. [kot'li
A sop | juth lutH2 ok | ! °
(pronominal . [qet'l-]? (e.g. [gotli:])
(e.g. /qut'liz/)
state02)
/qu.tul/ > /qtul/ /qtol/ Hop [k tol]
9 tul]? /g8 tol/
Jquitul [q, 1 geto
[qt, ]2 [q8,toxl]
(constr. state)
[aa,to 117
[96,t0]?
/$a'kab/ > /13(a)'kab/ mln 1/ ["'xav]
3 /S'kab/ [[(a)'xav] /S(a)'kab/
/'Sakabu/ > Y . -
[[e'Keb]? [[(e)'xe:v]

> 1
{Sakabut

(abs. state)
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E-Book - History of the Ancient and Modern Hebrew Language by David Steinberg

Table 37 - History of Stress and Pronunciation of the Hebrew Imperatives, Participles and Infinitives

*PH PMT EBHP PTH TH BHx
(c. 1200 BCE) (c. 400-300 */[EBHP/+ *[EBHP] */PTH/* *[PTH] [TH/* *[TH] [BH] = [IH]
BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE) (c. 400 CE) (c. 850 CE) (present)
[[o'keb]?
['Sakabu/ > [== chacteristic vowel v /Suk'b-/ i) [Jox'b-]
/$a'kabu/ form] /Suk'b-/ [fuk'b-]? /18ak'b-/
(pronominal o b-]? [fox'b-]
state)
/c'$6t / nivy
[ca'sot/ L ’
mwy [ca's0:0]? [ca'Sot/ [a'sot]
[ce'to:t] L
[ca's0:0]7 [c&'s0:0]
| Ihilik/ > /h'lik/ na?
['hiliku/ > - l'leket/ o
) noY vHLK [== "segolate" noun] > - ['leket/ [lexet]
/hi'liku/ ) ['lexeB] -
['likV/ ['lzkt] ['le:xe0]
Infinitive Absolute
/ga'talu/ /qa'tol/104 07 [ka'tol]
a'talu/ > a'to . a'to
Qal /q 't.'l_/103 50p g .'t | /qa:'tol/ /ga'tol/
ga‘tolu [qe'to:l] [go:tox]

1 Also found at http://www.museum-tours.com/amarna/tablets.htm

2 They could also be Aramaisms in BH dating to the eighth century or later.

3 gal given as example.

4 "Normally identical in meaning to SCpast. Used regularly in narrative prose with the waw conversive prefix waC-

(PCpretwc) and occasionally in prose without this prefix (PCopret_sim). Used irregularly in poetry with or without the

waC- prefix. "The difference between yaqful/ past (PCpret) and yagtul present-future (PCimp) in BH seems to have

been in the accent. Whereas yaqtul/ past was accented on the first syllable, yaqgiu/ present-future was accented on

the last one: ydqg-tulversus yaqg-tul (<yaq- tu-#).... (Thus) we learn that in Hebrew verbs of the PC accent was

phonemic." Zevit 1988 p. 28

5 Occasionally the poetic form is used in prose and visa versa.

6 Huehnergard 1988 p. 21.

43



http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#PH
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#PMT
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#EBHphonem
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#EBHphonem_plus
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#EBHphonetic
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#PTH
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#PTHphonem_plus
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia#THphonem
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#PTHphonetic
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#TH
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#THphonem
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#THphonetic
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#BHIH
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#BHIH
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#IHphonetic
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia#analogy
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#root
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia#analogy
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_tequ.htm#segolates_mp

E-Book - History of the Ancient and Modern Hebrew Language by David Steinberg

7 Rainey 1985.

8 But note the survival of the cohortative (PCcoh.) DS

9 See Blau 2010 §3.5.12.2.14, 3.5.12.2.15.

10 JEH style spelling given where different from PMT form.

11 For shift to final stress in PCimp see http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_12.htm#trend_ult_str.

2 See Blau 2010 §3.5.12.2.14, 3.5.7.1.5 and Goerwitz..
3 See Blau 2010 §4.3.3.3.3n.

14 See Gogel pp. 140-142.

5 See Blau 2010 §4.3.3.3.2n., 3.5.12.2.14n.

6 Blau 2010 §4.3.5.7.7.

Since in N2*NAJN, 122N, 2NN, etc., the penultimate syllable had a long vowel, the stress did not

shift to the final syllable even in contextual forms, contrary to other verbal themes.

7 Blau 2010 §4.3.7.3.4n. That sere represents an originally short vowel can be demonstrated by internal

reconstruction (see §3.3.3.3.1n, p. 84), on the strength of the parallel patah.
18 See Blau 1976/93 p. 28.
19 Blau 2010 §4.4.1.4.

20 Blau 2010 §4.3.5.2.3.4n. The last syllable of the imperative (which terminated in the third radical without a final
vowel at the earliest stage) must also be considered originally short. However, the participles 1p1 and 5iar exhibit
pre-Tiberian long e/0; see §4.3.5.2.5.1, p. 225.

Janssens 1994 makes an interesting observation -

In a jussive and imperative verbal form the stress was on the ultimate syllable. This is not a word stress,
but a sentence stress: imperative *qu'tul > ge'tol, jussive *ya'qum > ya'qom, *waqatal'ta> weqatal'ta The
forms ge'tol and weqatal'ta prove that this sentence stress is secondary, for the shwa of ge'tol can only be
a vowel deprived of stress (so: *'qutul with word stress > ge'tol with sentence stress), also weqatal'ta was
originally stressed on the penultimate syllable, for -qa- has a pretonic lengthening (so: wega'talta with

word stress > wegatal'ta with sentence stress).

21 Material drawn from Joion-Muraoka 1991 § 41f.

22 From Blau 2010

3.5.7.1.4n. ... (In TH) the qualitative differences between originally short and long sere and Aolam have
been neutralized, and these vowel signs may represent both originally short and long vowels (in PTH

..DS). It is only with the help of the opposition pafah versus gamas that the historical length of sere and
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holam can be reconstructed: the sere and holam of, e.g., the suffix-tense forms Yan ‘he wanted’, z7':): ‘he
was able’ have to be considered short in the light of the patafh of 7MW the sere of the noun P ‘tree’ has
to be regarded as long in the absolute since it corresponds to T, yet short in the construct in the light of
T

4.3.5.2.2.1. In the suffix-tense, verbs indicating action (e.g., '\I_JKTU' ‘he kept'...) basically have the pacal
pattern (originally pacal, with lengthened a in the pretonic syllable), whereas stative verbs (e.g., 12T ‘he
was old’, mg ‘he was small’, 11: ‘he was afraid’, 5'33 ‘he could’) have the basic patterns pace/ / pacol
(originally pacil / pacul, with lengthened a in the pretonic syllable and /v in the final closed stressed
syllable shifting to e/o, respectively). These e/o0 vowels have to be considered short, because they
correspond to patahin pacal. Since in the suffix-tense the opposition between action verbs and stative
verbs is marked by the contrast of a : i/lu (> e/0) after the second radical, they have to be regarded as the

characteristic vowels of the suffix-tense.

4.3.5.2.2.1n. Note the patah that is characteristic of finite verbal forms in the final closed stressed syllable

(whereas nouns contain gamas in this position).... The alternation of i/u as markers of the suffix-tense of

stative verbs reflects the archaic Proto-Semitic binary opposition a : i/u. This is the case with this

opposition in the prefix-tense as well, in which the characteristic vowel follows the second radical.
23 From Blau 2010 -

4.3.5.2.3.1.According to the testimony of many Semitic languages, including Hebrew, three patterns
existed in the prefix-tense as in the suffix-tense, and each was characterized by a different vowel after the
second radical. As in the suffix-tense ..., here too ais opposed to #; however, in contradistinction to the
suffix-tense, ais characteristic of verbs of state, /s of verbs of action.

4.3.5.2.3.4. In both the suffix- and the prefix-tense, the characteristic a vowel is pafah in context: :1;)'@;
JQK:U'?.... Since the sere, holam of ]ﬂ?/:hp? correspond to the originally short patah in :;)K:U? they have to
be considered short (in the pre-Tiberian period). Similarly, the patah of 22W'indicates that the
corresponding &/oin R1/10P, 5'32 must be interpreted as reflecting (pre-Tiberian) short vowels, the reason
being that final short vowels were elided in verbs before they were elided in absolute nouns. During the
period of the elision of these vowels in verbs, the lengthening of the vowel preceding the dropped vowel
as compensation for its elision did not occur; this process only began to operate at a later period, when

the final vowels of absolute nouns were elided...

See also 3.5.8.3.
24 See Blau 2010 §3.5.13.

25 This applies not only to the Qal form, but also to all the derived forms, even to the essentially active forms: Piel
and Hifil.
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26 The verb nua seems to be stative in origin....

27 See Blau 2010 §4.3.3.3. For range of meanings of PC see JoUon-Muraoka 1991 § 113 and van der Merwe et
al. §19.

28 Kaye and Rosenhouse in Hetzron 1997 p. 293

29 See Moscati 1964 pp 141-145; for derived stems see pp. 154-156.
Niphal - 'yankatibu > yanka'tibu > yikka'téb

Piel - 'yukattibu > yukat'tibu > yekat'téb

Hiphil - 'yuhaktibu > yuhak'tibu > yak'tib

N.b. Blau 1976/93 p. 85 points out that the prefix tense in the waw consecutive can
exhibit a late shift to ultimate stress in pause e.g. pausal wayyomér verses

contextual wayyomeér.

There may have been an early accentual difference between the indicative and the
PCimp/PCpret. The following is quoted from 7he Accentuation of the Hebrew Jussive
and Preterife by Richard L. Goerwitz (Journal of the American Oriental Society \ol.
112, No. 2 (Apr., 1992), pp. 198-203). “Evidence from both internal reconstructions
and external attestations shows that consonant-final jussives and preterites in
Hebrew were originally accented on the penultimate syllable (‘yaqtul). Tiberian
Hebrew jussive/preterite (way)yiqg'tol came about through an early process of
forward stress-movement affecting consonant-final forms. Penultimate
accentuation in most waw consecutives arose much later, by a process of
reverse stress-movement, and not (as has recently been argued) by
conservation of the original, paroxytone pattern. Conservation of the original
pattern occurs only in jussives/preterites of the IlI-heh class, which had, by a
twist of phonological fate, been unable to participate in the early forward stress
shift.

30 For final vowel of the indicative see Blau 2010 §4.3.3.3.2.
31 Similar to form in Yemenite Arabic i.e. aktub.
32 From Blau 2010 §4.3.5.2.3.4.

In both the suffix- and the prefix-tense, the characteristic a vowel is patah in context: 20w; 22w’ (in
contrast to the pausal forms 215w, 22w, in which, by pausal lengthening, the pafah shifted to gamas).
Since the sere/ holam of 1n/aha correspond to the originally short pafah in 22v%, they have to be
considered short (in the pre-Tiberian period). Similarly, the patah of 10w’ indicates that the

corresponding e/0in 1pt/ VR, 92 must be interpreted as reflecting (pre-Tiberian) short vowels, the
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reason being that final short vowels were elided in verbs before they were elided in absolute nouns.

During the period of the elision of these vowels in verbs, the lengthening of the vowel preceding the
dropped vowel as compensation for its elision did not occur; this process only began to operate at a later

period, when the final vowels of absolute nouns were elided; for particulars, see §3.5.7.1.5, p. 120.

33 From Blau 2010 §4.3.3.2.4.

As for the origin of the -7 ending of in(a), - dn(a). according to the testimony of Classical Arabic, it served
as the final termination of those forms of the ordinary prefix-tense (viz., the indicative) that ended in long

vowels.

34 From Blau 2010 §4.3.5.2.3.3 (also 4.3.5.3.3).

The pausal forms *2h2n, 12R2R, 1272 reflect a more original syllable patterning (stress stage ii) than the
contextual forms *2N2JN, 12N2JN, 12027, which reflect stress stage iv. The same applies to the lengthened
prefix-tense, which has M22X, N2R2J in pause but N2NDX, NAND] in context. The penultimate stress

in N32P2n is regular, since the final vowel has been preserved.

35 Bauer-Leander 1928 §40n.

36 See Manuel 1995 p. 20 note 27.

37 See Manuel 1995 p. 20 note 27.

38 Adapted from See Manuel 1995 p. 175 note 53.

39 Adapted from See Manuel 1995 p. 175 note 55.

40 Adapted from See Manuel 1995 p. 175 note 54.

41 Blau 2010 §3.5.8.11.

42 Adapted from See Manuel 1995 p. 175 note 52. yantin > yattin >> (by analogy to

[al theme qal prefix conjugation) > yittin > (TH) yitten. C.f. Manuel p. 30 note 77.

43 From Blau 2010 §3.5.12.2.17.

Another feature illuminated by the theory of general penult is the behavior of prefix-tense forms
terminating in the 2mp and 3mp suffix -gn, originally (as demonstrated by Arabic) *dna. In stage ii

(general penultimate stress), these forms ended in stressed -dna (-U:na); in stage iii (loss of final short

vowels), the ending changed to stressed -dn. Later, by pretonic lengthening, the vowel preceding -dn was
lengthened (§4.3.3.2.3, p. 205).

44 Blau 1976/93 p. 119 says that those forms of the indicative that had long vowel
suffixes (3rd MP; 2nd MP; 2nd FS) ended with 77 ( ">0pn nSopn 1Yupr) with

feminine plural forms ending in na.

45 JoUon-Muraoka 1991 § 44e.
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46 Re. the vowel a following the prefix of the imperfect piel, | follow Moran 1961 p. 62,
Blau 2010 §4.3.5.4.4. and Jouon-Muraoka 1991 § 52a (see also Bauer-Leander 1928
§45). Hendel-Lambdin-Huehnergard p. 38 suggests that it was w. It might have even

been /.

47 Blau 2010 §4.3.7.3.4n. That sere represents an originally short vowel can be demonstrated by internal

reconstruction (see §3.3.3.3.1n, p. 84), on the strength of the parallel patah.

48 From Blau 2010 §4.3.5.5.2. According to the evidence from Classical Arabic, apparently the original form of the
suffix-tense was “puecila with 7in the second syllable. The Hebrew ain these forms (722) seems to be partly due
to the analogical pressure of the prefix-tense (122?) and partly to the influence of Philippi’'s Law. 722 itself arose,
it seems, from *up @al(u), as attested by Ancient Canaanite ... and Classical Arabic yuqattal(u). the uin the
prefix was reduced in open unstressed syllables and, because the passive was felt to be closely connected to ¢, it
was restructured to YY9 with u (after the first radical) as the mark of the passive. The participle, originally

*mugqattal, developed in a similar way....

49 Hendel-Lambdin-Huehnergard p. 39.

50 Assuming that vowel harmony maintains the identity of the initial two vowels. Cf. Hendel-Lambdin-Huehnergard
p. 21.

51 See Blau 2010 §4.3.5.6.4..

52 JoUon-Muraoka 1991 § 51.

53 The efollowing the second root letter is short as shown by its equivalent as a (TH) fregently in pause (see GK §
51m.

54 Hendel-Lambdin-Huehnergard p. 34.

55 Adapted from See Manuel 1995 p. 175 note 53.
56 See Blau 1976/93 p. 28.
57 See Harris 1939 pp. 56-57.

58 |n pausal and poetic situations the final consonantal » of /amed he (originally /amed
yoad) verbs reappear e.g. In pausal and poetic situations the final consonantal » of

lamed he (originally lamed yod) verbs e.g. ron»

59 Blau 2010 §4.3.7.3.4. Through the influence of the laryngeal/pharyngeal, a preceding sere, when it represents

an originally short vowel (in the pre-Tiberian period), has a propensity to shift to & n%wnHw’ nHw:
60 For an explanation of the /o:/ see Blau 2010 §4.3.8.7.2.5.
61 See Manuel 1995 p. 42 note 10.

62 See Manuel 1995 p. 137 note 407.
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63 See Moscati 1964 p. 132.

64 The main example is in gal — the other verbal themes (piel, niphal etc. see
footnotes) are analogous. See Blau 1976/93 pp. 120-122. For derived stems see
Moscati 1964 pp. 147-157.

Niphal - 'nakatibu > naka'tibu > nik'tab
Piel - 'kattaba > kat'taba > kit't€b
Hiphil - 'haktaba > hak'taba > hik'tib

The weak verbs are roughly analogous e.g mekussa (noon) < *mukussawa;
mekusse (nodn) < *mukussawu; golé (n»x) < *galiwu; gola (n%1) < *galiwa(t);
sSoné (M) < *Saniyu; tegalll < *tegalliyr; tegallt < *tegalliyd; r'é (nx1) < *ray. See
Blau 1976/93 p. 57.

65 See Phones and Phonemes.

66 Note, in reconstructed [EBHP] transliterations and sound files -
1.there is no spirantization of the bgdkpt consonants;

2. vowel qualities are outlined here;

3. I use the most probable form. Where no one form stands out as most probable, | select the one closest

to the MT vocalization.
4. when multiple forms are possible, the form used is underlined.

67 Bauer-Leander 1928 §42d.

68 Bauer-Leander 1928 §42d.

69 N.b. "...the 2 masculine singular pronominal suffix /ka/ and (perhaps) the verbal
suffix /ta/, whose final short vowels do not apocopate. (It is also possible, though, that
the vowel had already lengthened and was, thus, unaffected by apocope...." Manuel
1995 p. 55, 57.

70 Bauer-Leander 1928 §42d.

7 See Harris 1939 p. 75.
72 See and Harris 1939 pp. 71-72. Similar to form in Yemenite Arabic i.e. kafab.
73 From Blau 2010 -

4.3.5.2.3.4. In both the suffix- and the prefix-tense, the characteristic a vowel is pafah in context: :1;)'@;
22W? (in contrast to the pausal forms 22w, 22W?, in which, by pausal lengthening, the patah shifted to

gamas). Since the sere/ holam of 1?/2R2’ correspond to the originally short patahin 22w, they have to
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be considered short (in the pre-Tiberian period). Similarly, the patah of :l;)’(TD'indicates that the
corresponding e/oin R1/10P, 5':): must be interpreted as reflecting (pre-Tiberian) short vowels, the reason

being that final short vowels were elided in verbs before they were elided in absolute nouns. During the

period of the elision of these vowels in verbs, the lengthening of the vowel preceding the dropped vowel
as compensation for its elision did not occur; this process only began to operate at a later period, when

the final vowels of absolute nouns were elided; for particulars, see §3.5.7.1.5, p. 120.

4.3.5.2.3.4n. The last syllable of the imperative (which terminated in the third radical without a final vowel
at the earliest stage) must also be considered originally short. However, the participles T and 51:):
exhibit pre-Tiberian long e/0; see §4.3.5.2.5.1, p. 225.

See also Bauer-Leander 1928 §42d.

74 See Harris 1939 pp. 57-58.
75 See Blau 2010 §3.5.7.2.1.

76 Bauer-Leander 1928 §42d.

77 Similar 314 m. p. form in Yemenite Arabic i.e. katabu.

78 Bauer-Leander 1928 §42d.

9 See, for a different approach Huehnergard 1989

80 Quoted from Huehnergard 1992 pp. 214 -

(E)xamination of the evidence indicate that all Tiberian forms exhibiting the base giffa/- may be derived by

regular historical processes from earlier “gittil-.

81 Blau 2010 §4.3.7.3.4n. That sere represents an originally short vowel can be demonstrated by internal

reconstruction (see §3.3.3.3.1n, p. 84), on the strength of the parallel patah.

82 “Hbqydm ...proves that the stem vowel of the third person forms of the Ajphi/

perfect was -/.
83 From Blau 1976/93
"7.3.2.3. W/y following a short vowel and preceding another vowel were elided:

7.3.2.3.1. When the following vowel was g, the two vowels were contracted to
a: galaya > n3 "he uncovered"; bayatim> o' a"houses"; samaniyat> nminy’

"eight".

7.3.2.3.2. If the second vowel was not g, the contraction in final position
always resulted in & in medial position jy always yielded j, whereas ay, when

preceding short v/ resulted in & yet before long &/ i/ & ay did not change:
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yirsayu > ng1 "he will be pleased"; sadayuw/i> n7 w “field"; Samaniyu/i >
ninw"eight (fem.)"; goliyu/i > n%ia "uncovering”; piyu/i > n9 "mouth"; piyund
> 19 "our mouth"; samaniyim > v’ "eighty)"; sadayuhd > inTw "his field";

sadayikimu > n31w/n)Tw "your (masc. plur.) field"; gadayim > o712 "kids...."
84 From Blau 2010 §3.5.11.3 -

Heavy dages usually does not appear in the last consonant of a word. The most obvious environment for
it would be in geminate roots, and word-final geminates usually simplify (in TH - DS): ga// ‘light’ becomes
5p_. Exceptions to this limitation include N& 7aft‘you (fs)’, NNJ notatt ‘you (fs) gave’, perhaps by
paradigmatic pressure from DK ‘you (ms)’, DNJ ‘you (ms) gave’. These forms may also be interpreted as
reflecting simple #with plosive pronunciation ( 7afrather than 7aft; notatrather than nofatf), again by
paradigmatic pressure. If this proves true, these forms can be attributed to a late stage in which the

automatic spirantization of bgadkpt outside word-initial position had ceased operating (§3.3.2.2, pp. 79ff.).

85 Blau 2010 §4.3.7.3.4. Through the influence of the laryngeal/pharyngeal, a preceding sere, when it represents

an originally short vowel (in the pre-Tiberian period), has a propensity to shift to & ﬂ’?WﬂﬁU’ nHw:
86 From Blau 2010 §3.5.8.4.

... In forms from lll-laryngeal-pharyngeal roots for which we posit a short vowel (e.g., in contextual finite
verbal forms, N9W " ‘he sent’; cf 13w ‘he broke’), the eis assimilated to the following laryngeal-
pharyngeal, to become a. In contrast, in the absolute state of nouns, where the sereis supposed to be
long, it remains, e.g.,ﬂ_’?’iﬂ' ‘sending’. (The same applies to pausal forms, in which pausal lengthening
operated; see §3.5.13, p. 154.)

87 From Blau 2010 §3.5.8.3 -

Only by linguistic analysis is it possible to state whether a sere stems from a (pre-Tiberian) short or long
vowel. In absolute nouns, as a rule, ein final stressed syllables has to be accounted long, since it
patterns like a gamas, e.g., zagén ‘old’, cf. zagan ‘beard’; YV ‘wood’, cf. 37 fish’. This is also true of pausal

verbs, e.g., pausal ynw' ‘he heard'....
88 See Harris 1939 pp. 58-59. Manuel (pp.46-47) wrote

Final heterogeneous djphthong contractior:. In a final syllable, a PS /a/
followed b% an unvoweled heterogeneous semivowel contracted with the
semivowel to form a secondary long vowel, without regard to stress. The shift
is especially clear in lll-y stems, where the orthography replaces the lost {y}
with {h}.... Compare Tiberian Hebrew yimhé (<yimhay <yimhayu < yamhayu)
[="he will wipe out"];... yimné (<yimnay <yimnayu < yamnayu) [="he will

count"];... nacasé (<nacsay) [="we will do"], with the secondary opening (/a/)
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of an originally closed syllable;... niré (<niray < nirayu< narayu) [="he will

see");... ersé (<irsay< arsay) [="l| am pleased"].
89 See Gogel p. 121 and 130.

9 N.b. 5 roots merge in modern Israeli pronunciation i.e. - y13 = "bow down" (EBHP
karac ; IH kara); n1o = "dig" (EBHP kara; IH kara );yvap = "tear up" (EBHP qarac; IH

kara); nnp = "to occur" (EBHP qara; IH kara ); x2p = "call out, read" (EBHP gara?, IH

kara ).
91 See Gogel p. 149.

92 Blau 2010 §4.3.5.2.3.4n. The last syllable of the imperative (which terminated in the third radical without a final
vowel at the earliest stage) must also be considered originally short. However, the participles 1p1 and 5iar exhibit
pre-Tiberian long e/0; see §4.3.5.2.5.1, p. 225.

93 Assuming that vowel harmony affects the quality of the semivowel. Cf. Hendel-Lambdin-Huehnergard p. 21.

94 From Blau 2010 §4.3.5.2.3.4n. The last syllable of the imperative (which terminated in the third radical without a
final vowel at the earliest stage) must also be considered originally short. However, the participles 2T and 51:):
exhibit pre-Tiberian long e/o; see §4.3.5.2.5.1, p. 225.

95 JoUon-Muraoka 1991 § 49d.

9% Blau 1976/93 §22.3. Blau points out that the penultimately stressed pausal forms of the inflected imperatives

are the earlier pattern.

97 GK §46¢, 29m.

98 See Blau 2010 §3.5.7.6.6.

9 From Blau 2010 §4.3.7.3.4n.

That sere (in the piel) represents an originally short vowel can be demonstrated by internal reconstruction
(see §3.3.3.3.1n, p. 84), on the strength of the parallel pafah. This is the case in the contextual forms of
the full verbal forms, i.e., in the suffix-tenses, the prefix-tenses, and the imperative. On the other hand,
the sere, whenever originally long, tends to be preserved (and is, accordingly, followed by patah
furtivum). This is the case in pause, where the sereis long owing to pausal lengthening (as in DRW" in
contrast to DRW? in context). Futhermore, this is the case in the nominal forms of the verb, i.e., in the
participle and the infinitives (as in YW in construct DN Y2 1 disturbing the sea’ Isa 51:15, since
construct forms contain a short vowel in closed final stressed syllables], n’?x_Usiiiép, and the infinitive DRWA

in contrast to the imperative yI_JKTU}TI....

100 From Blau 2010 §4.3.8.7.4.1.
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Rather remarkable is the sere of the prefix A in the suffix-tense of the Aifi/opi ‘he raised’. It must not be
interpreted as being due to the impact of /-y verbs (such as i ‘he went to the right’), because in /-y
verbs the & does not change, whereas in o'pi, etc., it is reduced by the shift of stress ("nin'pn). It appears
that this e attests to an original / which corresponds to Akkadian v; see §4.3.5.7.4, p. 235. The same sere

occurs in the prefix me- of the participle: o'pn.
101 Blau 2010 §4.3.5.2.6.1.

As stated (see §4.3.4.2.1, p. 213), the construct infinitive is, as a rule, formally identical to the imperative,
so that it was originally disyllabic as well, containing the same vowel in both syllables: “quful, *qatal, “qiti/
(see §4.3.5.2.4.1, p. 224). The prevailing form is *qutfu/> 5pa (which has to be analyzed as containing

long ¢in the pre-Tiberian period, arising by secondary lengthening from original short o < ¢, as is the rule

in absolute nouns). 5"y is formed even from verbs with characteristic ain the prefix-tense: ynw » ‘he will

hear’, vhw(?). It appears that originally the prefix-tense and the construct infinitive had the same
characteristic vowel; with the restriction of the yafi/ prefix-tense, the corresponding Finfinitive fell into
desuetude as well. In ///-laryngeal/pharyngeal verbs, the o of the prefix-tense and the imperative, being
short, was assimilated to the laryngeal/pharyngeal to become a. In contrast, the long o of the infinitive
was preserved (... see §4.3.7.3.5, p. 240), thus giving rise to the structure of ain the prefix-tense and the
imperative in contrast to oin the construct infinitive. This pattern (ain the prefix-tense : oin the construct
infinitive) spread to verbs that had original ain the prefix-tense, such as 227" ‘he will ride’ in contrast to
the infinitive :1'3'}’?, rather than “irkab. The vowel a in the infinitive has only been preserved in ::w5 ‘to

lie’ (alongside T22W3), Y0W3a ‘when being low’.

4.3.5.2.6.1n. The AHnfinitive was preserved mainly in weak verbs: nn% ‘to give’, nxx? ‘to go out’, 7/ ‘to sing'.... It
is remarkable that these ainfinitives have patah rather than gamas, in spite of its reconstruction above as a long
vowel! It appears that the patah does not reflect the archaic a infinitive but instead exhibits the influence of
Rabbinic Hebrew on the Masoretes. In Rabbinic Hebrew, the trend of development has been reversed and
infinitives (following ; as always in Rabbinic Hebrew) with g as the characteristic vowel spread in the wake of
prefix-tenses with a.... In Rabbinic Hebrew, the construct infinitive was felt to be derived from the prefix-tense and

was restructured according to it (as in np? ‘to take’, in the wake of the prefix-tense np?, in contrast to biblical nnpy).
102 Form normally used with pronominal subject/object suffixes. Blau 2010 §4.4.3.2
103 Cf. Moscati 1964 p. 147

104 5 seems to have been the characteristic vowel of the infinitive absolute when not

formed on the basis of the imperitive/infinitive construct. E.g. qubor higqabor, nigbor
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