xlii INTRODUCTION

Amram (not in the Durrin) and Marqah onwards is alphabetical.
They both use a double alphabet (the first and third lines in each
four beginning with the same letter), but this sometimes breaks
down, unless the defects are due to seribal corruption. In the
alphabetical arrangement the gutturals 8, 1, n, 3 are inter-
changeable. The earliest acrostic is (once’) in Margah, in the
hymn for circumeision on p. 846. In later writers it is very
common. Amram and Marqah do not use rhyme, which
becomes usual later, and in the long hymns is carried through
a whole section of twenty or thirty lines on the same syllable.
Hence by nmay P- 34, which is rthymed and has other signs
of late style, is no doubt by Pinhas (as V 3) or Eleazar (as Cr 11)
and not by Marqah (as Cr 18, B 2). Similarly jmay an® p. 30,
in which rhyme is attempted, is by the High Priest Amram,
not by Amram Darah. Strange forms are frequently invented
by most writers for the sake of the rhyme, and a word may
even be divided for the same reason hetween two lines.

The Arabic of the headings is the vulgar language used by
the later Samaritans, but as the headings or rubries have no
literary character and may be varied according to the will of
the scribe, the language is more than usually debased. They
are very cursively written, often hard to read, and harder to ex-
plain. They are printed here, with all mistakes, as in the MSS.
‘Where the reading is uncertain the correct form is printed.
The following spellings are usual, but not invariable: ., for
@, s for 3, o for (s, L& for b; Lay for Edg\; g for 1y in
the 3rd pers. plur. perfect; final s without dots, final (s
with dots. Hebrew words are introduced at will, as ¥542 (92,
gale =10y mm pyn.

! As to the hymn on p. 193, see ahove, p. xx.

I OF HIGH PRIESTS FROM ABF
ADDITIONS), ELT AND AD,

reigned
Nathaniel 32 years died 332 A.D.

f) Bnbmlmbba. 40 ,  Abf says (p. 178) rl sy L
s lly dyps B Kl Lol
which probably means that
he was not High Priest.
Aqbon 26 ,, brother of Baba.

Nathaniel 31 ,,

Eleazar 21, (Elt, Ad, 25.)

Aqbon 24

Eleazar Gy (Elt, Ad, 17.)

Aqgbon 30 ,

Eleazar 27 4 (Elt, Ad, 40.)

Nathaniel 31 ,, (Elt says his 12th year = c.

490, but it should be ¢. 556
A. D,
Eleazar a5 (Abf says in his 12th year

‘came’ Muhammad. Ad
says at the end of his
priesthood arose Muham-
mad=601=4893 A.M. This
gshould be 612. [M. was
born in 569 and ‘arose’ at
the age of 43.])

”
18 (Ad says Caesarea was taken
in his time. This was in

638 A, D.
Agbon 30 5 ‘
Eleazar 5,
Aqbon 20 ,,} (due to dittography and must
Eleazar s be omitted to agree with
the dates.)
bon 2T

Eleazar 26,0 .,
Simeon K7, (Elt, Ad, 7. Died c. 129 1.
Levi 3 :
Pinhas iz
Nathaniel Ze
Baba i, (Ad, ¢. 233 B.9)
Eleazar g
Nathaniel 20 ,, (Ad, ¢. 247-267 B.)
Pivps iy

inhas 8 (Ad, c. 279-289 1.)
Nathaniel g5 ,, (Ad, c. 289-334 m.)
Ahdel 16 . (Elt, Aqbon, Ad,c.334-36311.)
Eleazar BB (Ad, c. 363422 H.)
.&htllel 40 ., (died c. 344 1)
Eleazar 29
Abctlel &
Aaron 19 (son of Eleazar.)







